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Unrigging Elections — REPRINT 


ya Dr. David Clement, the producer of the hard-hitting documentary Let my People Go, which has gone viral despite 
unteeirc censorship, is a man on a mission. (2024, 20pp, 1-24/$1.25ea; 25-99/$1.10ea;100+/$1.00ea) RPUE 


tre Tiss 


Deep State: The Invisible 
Government Behind the Scenes — BOOK | nfs stare 


By exposing different elements of the “Deep State,’ Alex Newman connects the dots to explain how it operates and what 
YOU can do about it. (2020ed, 217pp, pb, 1-4/$9.95ea; 5-9/$9.45ea; 10-23/$8.95ea; 24-47/$7.95ea; 48+/6.95ea) BKDS 


In the Shadows of the Deep State — BOOK 

New Edition! In the Shadows of the Deep State exposes the Deep State (aka the Swamp or the Establishment), its key 
players, its agenda, and how it can be stopped. Fourth printing. Bonus: Includes 2019 CFR list and one new addendum. 
(2021ed, 380pp, pb, 1-4/$10.95ea; 5-11/$9.45ea; 12-23/$7.45ea; 24+/$6.45ea) BKISODS21 
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The Biden-UN Immigration Invasion Scheme — REPRINT “ei 


The unprecedented flood of illegal immigrants into the United States is not happenstance. The Biden administration 
and United Nations have engineered the deluge. (2024, 8pp, 1-24/$0.50ea; 25-99/$0.40ea; 100-499/$0.35ea) RPBUNIIS 


CFR: Still the Power Behind the Throne — REPRINT 


For a century, the globalist Council on Foreign Relations has been the “power behind the throne” in U.S. politics. 
This tradition has continued under the Biden administration. This reprint includes a list of the current CFR domi- 
nance over government, media, think tanks, foundations, public health, and industry as well as charts of the CFR’s 
historic dominance over the U.S. government from 1929 to the present. (2021, 22pp, 1-24/$1.25ea; 25-99/$1.10ea; 
100-499/$1.00ea; 500+/$0.75ea) RPCFR2 
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Restore Election Integrity — BOOKLET , A 
Use this 17-page booklet to educate voters and state and federal legislators on the details of 16 specific steps that need 


— 
to be taken legislatively in order to restore election integrity in America. (2021, 17pp, 1-9/$2.95ea; 10-24/$2.00ea; , 
25-49/$1.50ea; 50-99/$1.00ea; 100+/$0.75ea) BKLTREI ~s 
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Exposing Deep State — DVD 

The “Deep State” DVD features five videos of Alex Newman reporting on five aspects of the Deep State: 1. 
Bureaucracy; 2. “Intelligence” Agencies; 3. Behind the Deep State; 4. Secret Societies; and, 5. Money Men. *Sold in 
clear plastic sleeve only. (2018, Combined time of 36min, 1-10/$1.00ea; 11-20/$0.90ea; 21-49/$0.80ea; 50-99/$0.75ea; 
100-999/$0.70ea; 1,000+/$0.64ea) DVDDS 


Restoring Election Integrity — REPRINT 

Sixteen-page reprint of the cover story by Kurt Hyde and “Leftists in Power” article by Steve Byas that origi- 
nally appeared in the February 15, 2021 issue of The New American. (2021, 16pp, 1-24/$1.25ea; 25-99/$1.10ea; 
100-499/$1.00ea; 500+/$0.75ea) RPREI 


The World of Soros: Influencing Elections — BOOK 

The World of Soros reveals a vast network of organizations and individuals working together to influence and/or control 
elections across America. It reveals what their goal is and how they aim to achieve it. (2022, 173pp, pb, 1-4/$9.95ea; 
5-9/$8.00ea; 10-55/$6.50ea; 56+/$4.95ea) BKWOS 


Trumpworld — BOOKAZINE 

This special Collector’s Edition of The New American commemorates the historic importance of the Trumpworld 
movement in placing Donald Trump into the Oval Office and the implications of its continuing influence on 
American life for the foreseeable future. (2021, 98pp, pb, 1/$14.99ea, 2-9/$12.54ea, 10-39/$10.04ea, 40-79/$7.54ea, 
80+/$6.29ea) BKTW 
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Behind the Trump Verdict 


by Steve Bonta — The recent felony convictions of Donald Trump 
were the culmination of the most blatantly lawless and corrupt 
persecution of a public figure in American history. 


HISTORY — PAST AND PERSPECTIVE 


American Show Trial 

by Joe Wolverton If, J.D. — The Trump hush-money trial is 
reminiscent of the Soviet show trials under Stalin and provides a 
stark warning of where our own legal system is headed. 


POLITICS 

Constitutional Sheriffs Gather 

by Alex Newman — Sheriffs who abide by their oaths of office 
in the face of unconstitutional federal overreach are making a 
difference. 


IMMIGRATION 
Irish Patriots Fight Back as 


Ruling Class Imports “Migrants” 

by R. Cort Kirkwood — The pushback against the Eurocrats in 
Ireland is illustrative of the growing resistance to immigration 
throughout Europe, as manifested in the recent EU elections. 
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FROM THE EDITOR 


A Turning Point for the Republic 


In a recent interview on Fox News, for- 
mer GOP congressman and House Speak- 
er Newt Gingrich observed, “It’s about to 
hit the Left that everything they’ve done 
has failed ... and therefore, there ought 
to be some kind of planning team on the 
conservative side that tries to imagine: If 
you were vicious, dishonest, desperate, 
had the power of the FBI, the power of 
the Justice Department — all the other 
powers that the establishment has — what 
would you do in the next four months? 
They’re not going to go down easily.... 
They’re going to say, ‘What is it we have 
to do to stop Trump and to stop the Trump 
movement?’ And given their track record 
from 2015 on, I really worry about how 
radical and how dangerous they’re going 
to be in the next five months.” 

With former President Trump now 
convicted on 34 bogus felony charges and 
sentencing less than a month away at the 
time of this writing, 2024 is looking to be 
the most uncertain election year in Amer- 
ican history, with no one sure quite what 
to expect in the months leading up to No- 
vember 5. If past is prelude, as Gingrich 
implies, expect widespread electoral 
fraud and incendiary anti-Trump propa- 
ganda filling the airwaves and the inter- 
net. Indeed, we are already seeing a lot of 
the latter, with every establishment news 
outlet proclaiming that Trump intends to 
end “democracy” and turn himself into 
a dictator. A second Trump term, we are 
now being assured, would be the end 
of America as we know it, with MAGA 
being American-style fascism. 

With such hyperbolic rhetoric appar- 
ently believed by a significant segment of 
the American population, it would be sur- 
prising if a Trump victory — now widely 
expected by pollsters, oddsmakers, and 
both the business and political classes 
— did not result in some form of civil 
unrest. After all, Trump’s entire first term 
in office was marred by Marxist mob vio- 
lence, often supported by Democrats in 
Congress and by anti-Trump elements in 
the media. 

But what if Trump is sentenced to pris- 
on? Nothing in the Constitution prevents 
him from running for or being elected 
president while incarcerated. But if he’s 


ina cell on Rikers Island, prevented from 
leaving by New York authorities and un- 
able to physically travel to Washington 
after the election, what might the Demo- 
crats and Deep Staters try next? Would 
carefully orchestrated violent demon- 
strations calibrated to generate the ap- 
pearance of grassroots pressure create a 
pretext for Democrats and the Deep State 
to launch some type of self-coup, perhaps 
under the camouflage of the 25th Amend- 
ment? Might certain deep-blue states, 
such as New York and California, threat- 
en secession or some other type of revolt, 
unless Trump is prevented from being 
sworn in as president? These and perhaps 
other even more-extreme scenarios can- 
not be ruled out by any sober observer. 
The bilious hatred of Trump and every- 
thing he and his movement stand for is 
very real — and so is the desperate will 
of the leftist Deep State establishment to 
maintain its stranglehold on our govern- 
ment and its boot on our Constitution. 

In this issue we cover the cynical 
and egregious exploitation of our com- 
promised judicial system to wage war 
against Trump and his supporters. No 
honest-minded person taking stock of 
the show trial and verdict in Manhattan 
can conclude other than that it was a cal- 
culated political campaign, a thorough- 
going jurisprudential hatchet job carried 
out by a cabal of cunning, amoral legal 
assassins. 

If allowed to stand, the brazen mis- 
direction of justice that unfolded before 
the eyes of the entire nation a month and 
a half ago will do irreparable damage to 
our centuries-old legal institutions, insti- 
tutions that have so long protected their 
inheritors from capricious and vindictive 
prosecution. 

Now more than ever is the time for 
all patriots to be vigilant and stand firm 
against the torrent of lies and abuses 
heaped on anyone — from Trump on 
down — who threatens the malignant 
political status quo. This year’s elections 
will undoubtedly be viewed in hindsight 
as a turning point in the history of the 
American Republic, and may well decide 
whether we are still worthy of the name. 

— Steve Bonta 
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Federal Agencies Concealed Risky Monkeypox Research 
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Key federal healthcare agencies under the umbrella of the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) have been 
concealing plans for nearly nine years to engineer a highly trans- 
missible and moderately fatal monkeypox virus. News website 
Just the News reported on June 13 about the findings of congres- 
sional investigators. 

Over the past 17 months, the House Committee on Energy 
and Commerce has been carrying out an investigation into secre- 
tive gain-of-function research on monkeypox viruses conduct- 
ed by the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases 
(NIAID), then helmed by Dr. Anthony Fauci. 

The investigation was sparked by a 2022 Science magazine 


se 


interview with Dr. Bernard Moss of the NIAID, who disclosed 
the plans for the experiments. 

When asked if any such experiments were proposed or ap- 
proved, the representatives of the federal healthcare apparatus re- 
peatedly said “no.” “For nearly a year and a half, the Department of 
Health and Human Services (HHS), the NIH [National Institutes of 
Health], and NIAID misrepresented and deceived the Committee 
by repeatedly denying that the potentially dangerous experiment 
was proposed and approved. However ... documents made avail- 
able for review to Committee staff confirmed the 2015 approval of 
the experiment,” said the committee in a press release. 

According to the NIH, the experiment is part of a project on 
monkeypox virus enhancement, and entails transferring genes 
from a rare and highly lethal strain into the strain currently cir- 
culating in the United States. The first is known to be lethal to 
more than 10 percent of unvaccinated humans; the second is not 
as fatal, but is far more transmissible. 

Science reported that, “With roughly 200,000 nucleotides and 
200 genes, the monkeypox genome is more than 20 times the size 
of HIV’s. It’s not clear what many of those genes do, Moss says, 
let alone how they interact with each other or how changes in any 
of them might affect their impact on humans.” 

Still, the intricate nature and potentially devastating effects on 
human health did not deter the NIH from approving research on 
these poorly understood viruses. 


Judge Extends Restraining Order Against ATF 


CNN reported on June 12 that U.S. District Court Judge Mat- 
thew Kacsmaryk extended his initial temporary restraining order 
issued in May against the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms 
and Explosives (ATF) regarding the “gun show loophole.” Kacs- 
maryk’s June 11 ruling prohibits the ATF from enforcing its new 
“Final Rule” delineating what constitutes a “gun dealer.” 

The original complaint was filed in May by the states of Texas, 
Louisiana, Mississippi, and Utah, along with Gun Owners of 
America, the Gun Owners Foundation, the Tennessee Firearms 
Association, and the Virginia Citizens Defense League. The 
plaintiffs noted that the ATF seeks “to declare countless thou- 
sands of Americans unlawfully ‘engaged in the business’” when 
they merely offer a firearm for sale at a gun show — hence the 
“gun show loophole.” That would mean that millions of law- 
abiding gun owners would become “gun dealers” when they offer 
to sell a firearm, and would be required to obtain a federal fire- 
arms license (FFL). 

According to the plaintiffs, “Once an individual receives an 
FFL, ATF reserves the right ‘to enter during business hours’ 
without a warrant ... ‘the premises, including places of stor- 
age, of any ... licensed dealer for the purpose of inspecting or 
examining records, documents, ammunition and firearms.’ For 
most forced to obtain an FFL by the Final Rule, this ‘premises’ 
is the private home. For most forced to obtain an FFL by the 
Final Rule, ‘business inventory’ is their personal collection of 
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firearms. ATF can conduct this inspection without a warrant and 
entirely without notice.” 

In his June 11 ruling enjoining the ATF from enforcing the rule, 
the judge noted that, if the Final Rule were allowed to stand, the 
ATF would simply be able to declare any individual gun owner 
offering to sell a firearm privately to be a “gun dealer.” The onus 
of proving his innocence would then be on the gun owner. Wrote 
Kacsmaryk: “They [the ATF] flip the statute on its head by re- 
quiring [that] firearms owners prove innocence rather than the 
government prove guilt.” 
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INSIDE TRACK 


San Francisco Becomes Sanctuary City for Transgenders 


On June 11, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors officially de- 
clared the city a sanctuary for people claiming to be transgender, 
gender-nonconforming, nonbinary, or Two-Spirit. In its June 12 
coverage of the board’s unanimous decision, the San Francisco 
Examiner noted that it is a response to “the introduction this year 
of more than 500 pieces of legislation targeting LGBTQ+ people.” 

The resolution opens with a summary of the surge in state 
legislation across the country aimed at protecting children and 
women by limiting or prohibiting access to certain medical proce- 
dures and drugs and by excluding biological males from women’s 
sports and places such as public bathrooms across the United 
States, and laments that “nearly half” of these legislative initia- 


tives “specifically target transgender youth and their families.” 

The supervisors quote California’s 2022 Senate Bill No. 107, 
which “protects individuals seeking sanctuary from out-of-state 
prosecution and explicitly prohibits law enforcement agencies 
from knowingly making or participating in the arrest or extradi- 
tion of an individual pursuant to an out-of-state arrest warrant 
based on another state’s law against receiving gender affirming 
healthcare in California.” 

The proclamation quotes research concluding that “gender- 
affirming care” improves patients’ well-being, including bet- 
ter mental-health outcomes and lower suicide risks. However, 
numerous studies show that individuals who have undergone 
“gender-reassignment” surgeries have an increased suicide risk. 
The resolution also quotes favorable research on puberty block- 
ers. Omitted is the fact that puberty blockers are linked to brain 
swelling and blindness in children, and can cause a host of ir- 
reversible problems such as infertility, bone-density loss, poor 
brain development, and growth suppression. 

San Francisco already spends a considerable amount of money 
providing for “transgender” individuals. Its Office of Transgen- 
der Initiatives links transgender, gender-nonconforming, and 
nonbinary residents with city and local resources including 
healthcare, housing, legal services, employment opportunities, 
and more, and its GIFT program — Guaranteed Income for Trans 
People — offers them $1,200 per month for 18 months, as well 
as healthcare and financial coaching. 


Aliens Among Us? 


The New York Post reported on June 12 about a new study from 
the Human Flourishing Program at Harvard University suggest- 
ing that unidentified anomalous phenomena (UAP), commonly 
referred to as UFOs, may involve craft from other planets or 
dimensions inhabited by “cryptoterrestrials” — intelligent, non- 
human entities that may live among us disguised as humans 
— aka “aliens.” 

Theories of UAP currently center on two possibilities: They are 
either actually of human origin representing unknown technol- 
ogy, or advanced beings visiting the Earth from a distant planet 
or an alternate dimension. However, according to the study, there 
is “a more unconventional set of theories known collectively as 
the ‘ultraterrestrial’ hypothesis ... centered around the possibility 
that UAP may involve forms of non-human intelligence ... that 
are already present in Earth’s environment in some sense.” 

One such theory involves a technologically advanced human 
civilization that was destroyed millennia ago, but of which a rem- 
nant remains — think Atlantis. 

Secondly, such cryptoterrestrials could be nonhuman, an ad- 
vanced form of hominid or the descendants of “unknown, in- 
telligent dinosaurs” living underground. Such cryptoterrestrials 
could actually be among us, disguised as humans. 

Another fanciful notion is that cryptoterrestrials are time trav- 


elers, here from a distant future or past studying either their an- 
cestors or their future selves, but always remaining stealthy. 

The researchers call the fourth type of cryptoterrestrial “magi- 
cal,” and link it to “fairies, elves, gnomes, brownies, [and] trolls.” 
They include in this the concept of angels. 

Many Christian apologists are of the opinion that the UFO 
phenomenon and the entire idea of cryptoterrestrials is spoken 
about in the first book of the Bible. As recorded in Genesis 6:4, 
“There were nephilim in the earth in those days; and also after 
that, when the sons of God came in unto the daughters of men, 
and they bare children to them, the same became mighty men 
which were of old, men of renown.” 

Unbelievable? The notion of nephilim as the offspring of fallen 
angels is at least as plausible as that of intelligent dinosaurs, time 
travelers, or aliens. Hl 
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“We’re making the same mistakes today that we made with Covid.... We should be testing every 
cow weekly; you can do pool PCR!” 

Dr. Deborah Birx, former Trump White House coronavirus response coordinator, appeared on 
CNN after three human cases of bird flu were identified in Michigan among dairy-farm workers. 
She also recommends “pool testing every dairy worker.” 


“Since Joe Biden has spent decades in the Senate, served eight years as vice president, and is now president 
of the United States, and the family’s getting money from various countries and foreign businesses through 
various shell companies and this web of LLCs, I mean, guys, you in the press: This is easy pickings. ’m 
giving you Pulitzer stuff here.” 

Representative Byron Donalds (R-Fla.) spoke during a House Oversight Committee news conference in 
May, referencing the GOP s ongoing investigation into the Biden familys foreign business dealings. 


“Think about it. Twelve percent of America’s population is black, but over a third of abortions are committed on black women. 
If ... you voted for Biden, you’re an accessory to black genocide.” 

Pastor Stephen Broden of Dallas, Texas, is the Constitution Party s vice-presidential nominee in the 2024 election. A long- 
time member of The John Birch Society, Broden makes this statement in a political campaign ad being aired nationwide. 


“What is democracy, if black men are being killed in the street?) What is democracy? Betrayal of broken 
promises still leave black communities behind. What is democracy? You have to be 10 times better than 
anyone else to get a fair shot. Most of all what does it mean as we’ve heard before to be a black man who 
loves his country even if it doesn’t love him back in equal measure?” 

Promoting conflict with muddled language that perpetuates fabricated racial unrest and the deception 
that our constitutional Republic is a democracy, President Joe Biden addressed graduates of Morehouse 
College, an historically black men’s liberal arts school, at their commencement exercises in May. 


“The Canadian government has left me fending for myself without the necessary treatments. Instead they offered me MAiD, 
which is Medical Assistance in Dying. That’s what they offered me after this was medically proven to be caused by my 
Covid-19 shot. That is not treatment; that is suicide or euthanasia.” 

Shortly after receiving her third Covid-19 shot through Canada’s socialized medical system in 2022, Ontario single mom 
Kayla Pollock collapsed and is now paralyzed for life from the neck down. At 37 years old, she has this year launched her 
country § first lawsuit against Moderna, seeking $45 million in damages. 


— Compiled by Rebecca Terrell 
Call 1-800-727-TRUE to subscribe today! 9 
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The recent felony convictions of Donald Trump were the culmination of the 
most blatantly lawless and corrupt persecution of a public figure in American history. 
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by Steve Bonta 


t was a sight right out of a legal 
I thriller. Twelve jurors in a Manhat- 

tan courtroom emerged from their 
chamber after 11 hours of deliberation, 
verdict in hand. As they walked past the 
accused, former President Donald Trump, 
none of them would look him in the eye, 
according to a journalist who witnessed 
the event, even though Trump was looking 
right at them the entire time. The averted 
gaze being the surest tell of a guilty con- 
science, Trump — and everyone else in 
the room — must have known then, even 
before the verdict was read, what the out- 
come would be. To the surprise of none 
who had been following closely the sor- 
did twists and turns of Manhattan District 
Attorney Alvin Bragg’s and Judge Juan 
Merchan’s show trial, the jury found the 
former president guilty on all 34 of the 
ludicrously vague charges against him. 
Trump exited the courtroom with little 
fanfare other than a few hugs and hand- 
shakes with his supporters. 

But once outside the courthouse, he did 
not hold back. “This was a disgrace. This 
was arigged trial by a conflicted judge who 
was corrupt, a disgrace,” Trump fulminat- 
ed to gleeful members of the press. “They 
wouldn’t give us a venue change. We were 
at five percent or six percent in this district 
and this area.... The real verdict is gonna 
be November 5, by the people, and they 
know what happened here, and everybody 
knows what happened here.” 

That was Friday, May 31, 2024, a date 
destined to live in jurisprudential infamy. 
On that day, a stacked jury told a biased 
judge that, based on spurious evidence for 
non-crimes and a legally incomprehensi- 
ble set of instructions for deliberation, for- 
mer President Donald J. Trump was guilty 
of doing something — no one is quite sure 
what — bad. The judge himself seemed 
unclear on the issue, telling jurors, in what 
must surely be one of the most preposter- 
ous prosecutorial flights of fancy since 
the days of blood libels, inquisitions, and 
autos-da-fé, that they need not agree on 
precisely what Trump had done wrong, but 
only that he had done something wrong 
from an approved menu of putative of- 


Steve Bonta is executive senior editor of 


The New American. 
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He said, she said: Porn star Stormy Daniels has long alleged a one-night stand with Trump ina 
Nevada hotel in 2006 — while trying to make money off her story for years. Trump has denied 
even knowing her. 


fenses. Concurrence on that point alone 
was sufficient for a guilty verdict, he as- 
sured them. 

Compared with the drama of a terror- 
ist attack or a war, the events of May 31 
might appear innocuous. But if the verdict 
is allowed to stand and the perpetrators of 
this monstrous miscarriage of justice go 
unpunished, the consequences for Ameri- 
ca will be every bit as momentous as Pearl 
Harbor and 9/11 — and, quite possibly, far 
more damaging to the body politic in the 
long run. 

How have things come to such a pass? 
It all allegedly started nearly two decades 
ago, at a celebrity golf tournament in Ne- 
vada in July 2006, when Donald Trump, 
then host of the hit TV series The Appren- 
tice, met pornographic film star Stormy 
Daniels (real name Stephanie Clifford). 
Trump, who was already married to Me- 


lania at the time, allegedly invited Dan- 
iels to his penthouse, where the two had 
an adulterous liaison — this, at least, is 
Daniels’ version of the story; Trump has 
steadfastly denied it. 

Nevertheless, when Trump began hav- 
ing presidential aspirations a few years 
later, Daniels began looking for ways to 
shop her story. When the celebrity maga- 
zine Life and Style, which had offered 
Daniels $15,000 for the story, approached 
the Trump organization for comment, 
Trump’s lawyers threatened legal action, 
and the periodical backed off. The story 
was subsequently leaked online before 
being removed under threat of a lawsuit. 
Once Trump’s presidential campaign 
geared up in 2016, however, the scandal 
rag National Enquirer was poised to run 
the story, and only intervention by Trump 
lawyer Michael Cohen to the tune of a 


Compared with the drama of a terrorist attack or a 
war, the events of May 31 might appear innocuous. But 
if the verdict is allowed to stand and the perpetrators 
of this monstrous miscarriage of justice go unpunished, 
the consequences for America will be every bit as 
momentous as Pearl Harbor and 9/11. 
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$130,000 non-disclosure agreement with 
Daniels (which the media have persistent- 
ly characterized using the sleazy-sounding 
and imprecise term “hush money”) pre- 
vented the story from coming out. Cohen 
raised the money via a home-equity credit 
line, and was subsequently reimbursed 
more than $400,000 via several personal 
checks from Donald Trump. The addi- 
tional money was for various services 
rendered, taxes, and interest. 

Cohen himself — like the lawyer who 
helped propel Stormy Daniels to fame, 
Michael Avenatti — turned out to be mor- 
ally conflicted, to say the least. After an 
aggressive investigation by the DOJ in 
2018 that featured an FBI raid on Cohen’s 
office and was transparently an early ef- 
fort to get the goods on Trump by elements 
within his own Justice Department, Cohen 
pleaded guilty to five counts of tax eva- 
sion, one count of willfully causing an un- 
lawful corporate campaign contribution, 
one count of making false statements to 
a financial institution, and one count of 
making an excessive campaign contribu- 
tion in hopes of influencing an election. 
After his pleas, Cohen indicated a will- 
ingness to sing like a canary to implicate 
Trump, the man he later said had caused 
him to “choose the path of darkness.” He 


sat for many hours of interviews with spe- 
cial prosecutor Robert Mueller during his 
investigation of Trump. Despite his eager 
cooperation with federal investigators, 
Cohen was sentenced in December 2018 
to three years in prison and nearly $2 mil- 
lion in fines and restitution for what his 
sentencing judge called “a veritable smor- 
gasbord of fraudulent conduct.” 

Cohen also was charged by the Muel- 
ler investigation itself for lying to both 
the Senate and House Intelligence Com- 
mittees regarding a separate matter, the 
much-ballyhooed Trump Moscow Tower 
deal, which D.C. Deep Staters had tried to 
use early on to support their bogus charges 
of Russian collusion. Although the lies al- 
leged to have been told by Cohen were 
comparatively trivial — for example, mis- 
stating by several months the date when 
the deal ended — his insistence that he 
lied on Trump’s behalf rang increasingly 
hollow as more evidence came out, includ- 
ing the special counsel’s own disavowal of 
a sensational story by BuzzFeed alleging 
that Trump had directed Cohen to lie to 
Congress. 

At the time, the Russia Collusion hoax, 
and Cohen’s role in it, seemed sordid 
enough to any sober observer — an obvi- 
ous attempt by the Deep State, led by for- 


Verdict: Trump leaves the Manhattan courthouse after the guilty verdict was pronounced against 
him. He has declared the trial a sham and vowed to appeal. 
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mer elements of the Clinton campaign, to 
destroy President Trump via a completely 
manufactured scandal. But in hindsight, 
they were a mere dress rehearsal for what 
was to come. 

The prosecutorial potential of the sala- 
cious Stormy Daniels affair was not lost 
on the same elements in the Deep State 
and in the New York state judiciary who 
detested Donald Trump and were look- 
ing for any legal pretext, however flim- 
sy, to bring him down. Already in 2018, 
investigations had begun in earnest to 
determine whether anything about the 
“hush money” payments could be laid at 
Trump’s feet. Both former Manhattan DA 
Cyrus Vance and the U.S. attorney for the 
Southern District of New York launched 
investigations into Trump and his asso- 
ciates soon after Cohen’s guilty plea in 
2018. Federal investigators concluded by 
mid 2019 that there was no evidence of 
federal crimes, and ended the investiga- 
tion in July of that year. The Manhattan 
investigators, driven, perhaps, by great- 
er personal animus toward a man they 
considered a disgrace to the Big Apple, 
strove mightily, but also let the matter 
lapse. The most obvious path — elec- 
toral fraud — was a difficult road, being 
in most cases under New York law a sim- 
ple misdemeanor. And the evidence that 
Trump was complicit even in that was 
sketchy at best, based as it was primarily 
on hearsay from Cohen, a many-times- 
convicted felon and perjurer. 

The investigation went dormant toward 
the end of Vance’s term in office. But, as 
everyone knows, Vance was replaced as 
Manhattan DA in 2021 by Alvin Bragg, a 
smooth-talking race hustler and certified 
Trump nemesis who, in one of the more 
Dickensian nomenclatural ironies of the 
entire saga, bragged repeatedly during his 
electoral campaign that, once in office, 
he would make it his life’s mission to get 
Trump. 

And Bragg, whatever else may be said 
about him, was as good as his word re- 
garding that campaign promise. His early 
tenure as Manhattan DA was marred by 
the same pathological indifference to vio- 
lent felons as that displayed nationwide 
by radical-left Democratic mayors, dis- 
trict attorneys, and Biden administration 
immigration officials. But Bragg was a 
man on a mission. Lacking infinite re- 
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sources, he chose to ignore New York’s 
burgeoning violent crime, and dedicated 
most of his department’s energy to going 
after his béte noir, a man he hated as the 
very embodiment of white privilege and 
whom he intended to repay by removing 
him permanently from the political arena. 
That meant something more than frivo- 
lous misdemeanor charges — on which 
the statute of limitations had already ex- 
pired in any case. 

Bragg figured out a way around the 
statute of limitations, however. On the 
novel legal theory that the charges could 
be elevated to felony status if they could 
be proven to have been committed in the 
furtherance of some other crime, Bragg 
and his associates reasoned that they 
could still hang felony charges — whereof 
the statute of limitations had not run out 
— on Trump, and bootstrap their way to 
indictments, a trial, and a conviction. 

Once the fix was in, courtesy of Bragg 
and his team of latter-day inquisitors 
(which included a recent émigré from the 
Department of Justice and presumptive 
liaison with both the DOJ and the Biden 
administration, Matthew Colangelo), the 
rest of the process unfolded with dreary 
and predictable inevitability. In Janu- 
ary 2023 a Manhattan grand jury (which 
proved no less inquisitorial than the trial 
jury) was empaneled, and a steady pa- 
rade of characters, from Stormy Daniels 
to former Trump administration officials 
Kellyanne Conway and Hope Hicks, were 
interviewed. Many of these were only very 
tangentially connected with the supposed 
criminal matter under consideration, but 
were interviewed on the off chance that 
they might reveal something — anything 
— that could be used in additional charges 
against Trump. Trump himself was noti- 
fied in March that the grand jury was pre- 
paring to indict him, and was invited to 
testify on his own behalf. Trump declined 
to testify, and on March 30, the grand jury 
indicted him on an outlandish number 
(34) of outlandish charges (felony counts 
of falsifying business records in the first 
degree). 

Here is where the story verges into the 
Kafkaesque: In order for the alleged falsi- 
fication of business records to be elevated 
from a misdemeanor to a felony, it is nec- 
essary under New York law for the action 
to include “an intent to commit another 
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Witness for the prosecution: Former Trump lawyer Michael Cohen was the prosecution’s star 
witness, despite his multiple convictions on federal crimes and a three-year prison sentence. 


crime or to aid or conceal the commis- 
sion thereof.” In this case, of course, the 
putative other crime was covering up the 
so-called hush money payments to Stormy 
Daniels, thereby influencing the outcome 
of an election. But such payments are 
not criminal, and proving criminal in- 
tent under such circumstances would be 
a well-nigh impossibly high bar for any 
prosecutor. 

However, Trump was not charged 
with any such additional offenses, doubt- 
less because Bragg, the grand jury, and a 
host of state and federal prosecutors and 
investigators had already gone over the 
evidence with a fine-toothed comb and 
found no basis for charging Trump with 
election fraud. Thus, the bizarre and novel 
legal theory that Trump could be saddled 
with 34 felony counts requiring evidence 
of motive to commit or cover up additional 
crimes — but for which additional crimes, 
owing to a lack of evidence, he would not 
be charged (and which crimes were not 
even specified in the indictments). Never- 
theless, each of the charges carried a maxi- 
mum sentence of four years in prison, rais- 
ing for the first time the realistic prospect 
that Trump would end up in prison rather 
than on the hustings during the upcoming 
campaign season. 

On April 4, to the usual celebratory 


media coverage, Trump was arraigned. He 
was booked and fingerprinted, but spared 
the additional indignities of handcuffs 
and mug shots, to the palpable disappoint- 
ment of jeering media imps. Adding to the 
stagecraft, Merchan sternly warned Trump 
not to use social media to incite violence. 

In the months leading up to the trial, 
the Trump team sought in vain to get the 
charges dismissed. The only thing that the 
court eventually conceded was that the 
“other crimes” Trump was alleged to be 
complicit in in order to justify the felony 
charges was a bit too vague. Instead, the 
court ruled that, for practical purposes 
and in the supposed interest of fairness to 
the defendant, the “other crimes” should 
be limited to only three categories that 
Trump had been alleged to have commit- 
ted, which had been identified pre-trial, 
but none of which Trump had ever been 
charged with (federal election-law viola- 
tions, falsification of business records, and 
tax violations). 

Trump also tried to get a change of 
venue for the trial, pointing out that, in 
Manhattan, his electoral support was in 
the single digits. Under such conditions, 
it was inconceivable that Trump could 
receive a fair trial and be judged by any 
semblance of a jury of his peers. His re- 
quest was flatly denied, further evidence 
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that the aim of the entire proceeding was 
not to serve justice but to secure a convic- 
tion at any cost. 

The trial was conducted as show 
trials usually are, with an indignant 
Trump, furious at the deliberate legal 
persecution masquerading as Lady Jus- 
tice, frequently lashing out at the judge 
and prosecutors — for which Merchan 
eventually imposed a gag order, in fla- 
grant violation of Trump’s right to free 
speech. Among the many outrages that 
incensed Trump and his legal team was 
the fact that Merchan was a prominent 
Democratic donor, and his daughter was 
actually a party operative. 

The prosecution was allowed to pro- 
duce a veritable parade of questionable 
witnesses, including, as their star, Mi- 
chael Cohen himself, as well as Stormy 
Daniels, who delighted the news media 
with prurient and utterly irrelevant details 
of her alleged assignation with Trump. 
The Trump defense team, on the other 
hand, was denied the right to a key wit- 
ness, Bradley Smith, former chair of the 
Federal Election Commission and an ex- 
pert on election fraud (one of the second- 
ary crimes that Trump had supposedly 
committed, in order to justify the felony 


charges). In the end, the defense rested 
after calling only two witnesses, parale- 
gal Daniel Sitko and prominent lawyer 
Robert Costello. The latter, whose strong 
credentials might possibly sway the jury 
away from the intended guilty verdict, 
was subjected to a fiery and humiliating 
reprimand in court by Merchan, who ex- 
coriated him for supposedly rolling his 
eyes and otherwise conveying by body 
language that he did not revere the judge 
as an infallible and august arbiter. 

On the day of closing arguments, at- 
tention was drawn to the fact that the 
prosecution, not the defense, had the 
final say, prompting Trump to complain 
of unfair privileging of the prosecution. 
On Truth Social, he wrote, “WHY IS 
THE CORRUPT GOVERNMENT AL- 
LOWED TO MAKE THE FINAL AR- 
GUMENT IN THE CASE AGAINST 
ME? WHY CAN’T THE DEFENSE 
GO LAST? BIG ADVANTAGE, VERY 
UNFAIR. WITCH HUNT.” Naturally, a 
host of smirking liberals were happy to 
dogpile Trump online, proclaiming con- 
fidently that this is how it’s always done, 
because the burden of proof rests on the 
prosecution. A criminal defense attorney 
named Tom Briody sneered on X that 


Corrupt promise kept: 
Manhattan DA Alvin Bragg, 
who promised to “get Trump” 
during his campaign, delivered 
the goods to his supporters, in 
a flagrant repudiation of blind 
justice. 
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“Prosecutors always have the last word 
at final argument. Why? Because they 
have the burden of proof. Trump’s law- 
yers surely told him that. But he wants 
the world to know how ignorant he is.” A 
former federal prosecutor named Randall 
Eliason made the same point alongside a 
nasty dig at Trump and his white-collar 
ilk: “It’s funny how many white collar 
defendants develop a sudden interest in 
criminal justice reform. And btw — the 
answer is that because the state has the 
burden of proof, it gets the last word.” 
Another former federal prosecutor, Kristy 
Parker, sniffed, “I wonder if there’s ever 
been a person who occupied the presi- 
dency who was this ignorant about basic 
principles of our criminal justice system. 
Actually, I don’t wonder.” 

The message is clear, if completely il- 
logical: Because the state, not the defen- 
dant, has the burden of proof, it should 
have the last word. This illogic is typical 
of the lexicological legerdemain that law- 
yers are accustomed to indulge, assuming 
that those outside the legal profession are 
bereft of reason. But in truth, if the burden 
of proof truly rests on the state, it should be 
maximally handicapped — not advantaged 
— in its presentation. This is, after all, what 
is implied by the phrase “burden of proof.” 

Many states do, in fact, allow the gov- 
ernment a final response after the defense 
rests — this, after the defense has in ef- 
fect rebutted an initial closing statement 
by the state. Fewer states, however, re- 
quire the defense to go first and allow no 
subsequent response to whatever claims 
the government may make. New York 
adopts this latter format, with the judge 
supposedly responsible for reining in any 
prosecutorial misstatements or other out- 
rages. And not all states handle closing 
arguments in either of these prejudicial 
manners. In North Carolina — to cite 
one counterexample — both the defense 
and prosecution ordinarily are allowed 
to give up to two statements during clos- 
ing arguments, with the defense always 
having the last word, unless novel evi- 
dence is introduced, in which case the 
prosecution is allowed a rebuttal. Thus, 
if the defendant does not introduce any 
new evidence during closing arguments 
(the most likely scenario), then the de- 
fendant gives the opening address, fol- 
lowed by two presentations allowed for 
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Rigging the system: Judge Juan Merchan, another partisan Democrat, took few pains to conceal 


his bias against Trump and to tip the scales of justice in favor of the prosecution. 


the prosecution, and concluding with the 
defendant’s closing address. 

As for the evidence presented during 
closing arguments, Merchan allowed to 
stand numerous patently false and prejudi- 
cial statements by the prosecution. For ex- 
ample, prosecutor Joshua Steinglass was 
allowed to repeatedly tell the jury falsely 
that it was an established fact that Michael 
Cohen committed election fraud on direct 
orders from Donald Trump, despite the 
fact that this was never established in any 
prior judicial proceeding (or, for that mat- 
ter, was even an offense with which Trump 
was charged). Merchan himself had said 
earlier that Cohen’s conviction could not 
be used to infer the guilt of Trump. Yet he 
overruled an objection by the defense to 
Steinglass’ prevarication, leaving the jury 
with the impression that, indeed, Trump 
had already been proven guilty of some- 
thing by association. 

Merchan also allowed the prosecution 
to make other false assertions, such as that 
Hope Hicks had cried on the stand because 
she knew she had ruined Trump’s defense, 
and that media and political campaigns 
do not try to kill and plant stories as the 
Trump campaign had allegedly done. This 
last was particularly mendacious, since 
that is precisely what the Clinton cam- 
paign, with the help of a complicit media, 
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did in the immensely damaging Trump- 
Russia Collusion hoax. 

In the end, Merchan made sure that the 
jurors were left with the false impression 
that Trump was unquestionably guilty of 
federal campaign-law violations — and 
that the defense’s election-law expert, 
Bradley Smith, was barred from testifying 
to contest that narrative. 

Perhaps the greatest affront to jur- 
isprudential decency, common sense, 
and precedent came in Merchan’s long- 
winded instructions to the jury prior to 
deliberation. Far from being an impartial 
arbiter, Merchan made crystal-clear his 
commitment to a guilty verdict by ef- 
fectively issuing instructions that all but 
guaranteed a conviction if followed to the 
letter. For one thing, the judge informed 
the jurors that they did not have to agree 
on what Trump did unlawfully to influ- 
ence the 2016 election. He instead gave 
them three broad categories of miscon- 
duct — federal election violation, falsifi- 
cation of business records, and tax viola- 
tions — any or all of which Trump might 
be guilty of — and assured them that, as 
long as they all agreed that Trump had 
done something under one of these three 
headings, that was sufficient for a unani- 
mous guilty verdict. 

Moreover, the judge in his instructions 


introduced an absurdly vague standard of 
general intent. As legal expert Jonathan 
Turley observed: 


Allowing conviction based on 
a “general intent” to defraud “any 
person or entity” [is] a dangerously 
vague concept in this novel criminal 
case. Merchan has largely stuck to 
the standard jury instructions but this 
case is anything but standard. With 
an ambiguous claim of “influencing” 
an election, a general intent instruc- 
tion without better definition to this 
case can be an invitation for bias. 


As the guilty verdict on all 34 charges 
bears out, this invitation did not pass un- 
heeded. What Turley characterized as a ju- 
dicial “canned hunt” delivered the hoped- 
for result. 

Whether this colossal miscarriage of 
justice will be righted anytime soon re- 
mains to be seen. It seems unlikely that 
judicial relief will be forthcoming on im- 
mediate appeal, given the thoroughgoing 
corruption of the New York justice system, 
from Trump-hating Attorney General Le- 
titia James on down. The Supreme Court 
would seem to be the most likely source 
of relief, and that could come sooner than 
later, should the Trump defense team ap- 
peal for any of several writs to be applied 
to Merchan’s court to cease and desist its 
unlawful persecution of Donald Trump. 
Given the Supreme Court’s willingness to 
step in and overrule the obviously corrupt 
Florida judiciary in 2000 seeking ways to 
hand the election to Al Gore, it is not out- 
side the realm of possibility that the Court 
might weigh in to put a stop to a corrupt 
judiciary engaging in lawfare and election 
interference. 

With Trump’s sentencing to occur on 
July 11, no doubt plans are already being 
laid to ensure that it, as with the trial, has 
maximal political impact. Legal prognos- 
ticators who have consistently missed the 
mark on this trial (for example, predicting 
that the case would be dropped, or that the 
jury would fail to convict) have failed to 
appreciate that, as a show trial, the Bragg- 
Merchan kangaroo court is a political 
event, not a legal proceeding. Everything 
has been orchestrated to maximally handi- 
cap Trump politically — to strip him of 
his assets, to drag his name through the 
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TRUMP IS NOT THE ONLY TARGET OF POLITICIZED LAWFARE 


I didn’t speak up because I wasn’t a Communist. 

Then they came for the Jews, and I didn’t speak up 
because I wasn’t a Jew. Then they came for the trade unionists, 
and I didn’t speak up because I wasn’t a trade unionist. Then 
they came for the Catholics, and I didn’t speak up because I 
was a Protestant. Then they came for me, and by that time no 
one was left to speak up.” 

There are multiple variations of the above quote attributed 
to Martin Niemdller, who was a prominent Lutheran minister 
in Germany during the rise of Hitler. One reason for the varia- 
tions is that Niemdller repeated the same basic statement im- 
promptu many times, and even varied the list of victim groups 
from one speech to another. But regardless of his exact words, 
the thrust of his message was consistent: Germans failed 
to speak out against Hitler’s abuses against various victim 
groups, and in failing to do so lost their own liberties and 
often their lives. 

Niemédller’s warning is apropos to other places and times, 
including the weaponization of the law in America today to go 
after political opponents of the regime in power and (in gen- 
eral) anyone else whose beliefs are intolerable to the powers 
that be. One example is the subject of this article: the lawfare 
that has just been so nakedly displayed against Donald Trump 
in the Manhattan hush-money trial. But there are many other 
examples of how the law is now being weaponized, and they 
are not limited to the multi-pronged “legal” attacks against 
Trump. 

There’s also the politically motivated lawfare against for- 
mer Trump administration officials Peter Navarro (who is 


G G I n Germany they came first for the Communists, and 


now in jail) and Steve Bannon (who, as we write, is to report 
to jail by July 1). Both Navarro and Bannon were held in 
contempt of Congress for refusing to comply with subpoenas 
from the highly partisan January 6 House Committee. On the 
other hand, the U.S. Department of Justice has announced it 
will not charge Attorney General Merrick Garland, who was 
also held in contempt of Congress. 

And there’s the weaponization of the law against the Janu- 
ary 6 political prisoners. But don’t expect it to stop there. 
MAGA as a whole is on the target list, as are pro-lifers, pro- 
gun advocates, traditional Catholics, and even parents at 
school-board meetings protesting the LGBTQ+ agenda in 
the public schools. Ultimately, if the abuses are allowed to 
continue, no person’s liberty will be safe from our wanton 
abandonment of fundamental legal protections stretching back 
to the Magna Carta more than 800 years ago. 

— Gary Benoit 
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mud, and to physically prevent him from 
campaigning, among other things. Now 
that the long-sought felony conviction has 
been achieved, what happens next will 
probably have little to do with legal prec- 
edent or any pretense of equity. It will in- 
stead be whatever Trump’s enemies deem 
will be most likely to deliver the coup de 
grace to his presidential campaign — and 
that means, of course, some type of con- 
finement, whether house arrest or incar- 
ceration, possibly in addition to fines of 
unprecedented severity and persecution 
of other key Trump supporters. After all, 
New York law does allow a maximum 


the opinion of this observer, some form of 
incarceration — probably prison — is the 
most likely outcome. Yes, it would further 
burnish Trump’s martyr credentials and 
boost his poll numbers, but the Deep State 
has already demonstrated a disdain for all 
such issues. Any number of nightmare sce- 
narios could result from such an outcome, 
with one being Trump being elected as 
president, only for the state of New York 
to refuse to release 
him from custody, 
and in the ensuing 
chaos in the capi- 
tal, key Biden of- 
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venting a transfer of power, while Demo- 
crats in Congress stage an open revolt and 
try to overturn the election results based 
on the 25th Amendment. 

Such a dire scenario, or any number 
of others, looms large as this case moves 
toward some type of denouement. Under 
such circumstances, Supreme Court inter- 
vention might prove the only remaining 
legal remedy. Ml 
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ficials at the DOJ 
and elsewhere 
refusing to step 
down, thereby pre- 


of four years for each felony charge, to a 
maximum of 20 years (which for Trump 
would amount to a life sentence). 

Is such an extreme sentence likely? In 
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by Joe Wolverton Il, J.D. 


“We realize now that the public trials were 
only the surface indications of the mole’s 
tunnel, and that all the main digging lay 
beneath the surface.” 

— Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn 


he trial and conviction of former 
President Donald Trump concern- 
ing alleged hush-money payments 
during the 2016 presidential campaign has 
ignited a firestorm of debate about the fair- 
ness and impartiality of the American judi- 
cial system. Legal experts and laymen from 
both ends of the political spectrum argue 
that the trial was not about justice, but was 
a politically motivated process designed by 
Democrats to punish and oppress a power- 
ful and popular political opponent. 
There are chilling similarities between 
the Trump hush-money trial and the infa- 
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mous Stalin-era Soviet show trials — both 
are stark examples of predetermined per- 
secution of political foes, motivated exclu- 
sively by a partisan agenda, nearly devoid 
of due process and lacking the hallowed 
hallmarks of justice. 


The Trump Hush-money Trial 

Donald Trump was charged with and con- 
victed of making payments to an adult film 
actress to prevent her from going public 
with her claim of having had an extra- 
marital affair with the future president. 
These payments allegedly occurred dur- 
ing the 2016 presidential campaign, and a 
jury apparently was convinced that Trump 
knowingly made these payments with the 
intent to unlawfully influence the election 
by preventing the woman from disclosing 
potentially damaging information. 

The contortions of criminal statutes that 
were required to cobble together a felo- 
ny conviction in the case against Trump 
stretched the credulity and comfort of 
even some of the most passionate parti- 
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AMERICAN SHOW TRIAL 


A MODERN MISCARRIAGE OF JUSTICE 


The Trump hush-money trial is reminiscent of the Soviet show trials under Stalin 
and provides a stark warning of where our own legal system is headed. 


sans. As I reported in The New American 
on May 21, 2024: 


The case against Donald Trump in 
the New York hush-money scandal 
rests on some shaky legal ground. 
Here’s why: 

Firstly, for the misdemeanor 
charge, prosecutors need to prove 
Trump intended to defraud. For the 
felony charge, they must show he 
intended to commit or cover up an- 
other, separate crime. This second 
crime must involve unlawful means 
and a conspiracy. So, the threshold 
questions are: Who was defrauded, 
and what unlawful act was carried 
out to cover up that fraud? 

Next, for these acts to be felonies, 
the allegedly fraudulent business rec- 
ords must be both fraudulent and un- 
lawful. Is paying hush money either 
of those things? If so, then it is the 
obligation of the state prosecutor to 
prove that, and in this case, they’ve 


brought forth not a single sheet of 
evidence that would meet that legal 
standard. 

Lastly, the legal standard is that the 
alleged criminal act — in this case, 
falsifying business records — must 
have been done fraudulently and un- 
lawfully, and for the purpose of inter- 
fering in an election. Each of those 
three elements of the charges must 
be proven beyond a reasonable doubt 
for a defendant facing these charges 
to be found guilty, even if that defen- 
dant is Donald Trump. 


Regardless of how illegitimate and in- 
defensible the verdict, the Deep State’s 
legal apparatus was able to accomplish 
the goal of weaponizing the judiciary and 
turning those weapons on Donald Trump. 
Since his election in 2016, Trump has 
been a polarizing figure, facing relent- 
less opposition from various political and 
media establishments. The hush-money 
verdict was considered by many to have 
been the successful culmination 
of years of concerted and con- 
spiratorial efforts to discredit 
and delegitimize his presidency, 
raising the specter of a modern- 
day witch hunt. 

Beyond its statutory deficien- 
cies, several other critical as- 
pects of the trial raised serious 
concerns about its fairness. First, 
the timing of the prosecution, 
coinciding with Trump’s contin- 
ued influence in the Republican 
Party and potential 2024 presi- 
dential bid, suggested a purely 
political motive. Second, the in- 
tense media scrutiny and perva- 
sive bias against Trump created 
an environment in which a fair 
trial was all but impossible. The 
presumption of innocence, a cor- 
nerstone of the American legal 
system, was overshadowed by a 
presumption of guilt fostered by 
a hostile media, partisan political 
adversaries acting as officers of 
the court, and a choice of venue 
from which the selection of a fair 
and impartial jury of Trump’s 
peers was nearly impossible. 

This sort of finely orchestrated 
and precisely targeted lawfare 
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waged against political enemies was a fa- 
vorite tactic of the regime of Soviet dicta- 
tor Joseph Stalin. 


Soviet Show Trials: 
A Historical Parallel 
The Soviet show trials of the 1930s — also 
known as the “Great Purge” — command- 
ed and coordinated by Joseph Stalin were 
a series of highly publicized tribunals used 
to eliminate political opponents such as 
Trotskyites and Bolsheviks unhappy with 
Stalin’s leadership, clearing the way for 
Stalin’s complete consolidation of power. 
These trials were characterized by forced 
confessions, fabricated evidence, and pre- 
determined verdicts. Key figures within 
the Central Committee of the Commu- 
nist Party, the Soviet military establish- 
ment, and the civilian intelligentsia were 
accused of treason, espionage, and other 
crimes against the state. 

The Soviet show trials were meticu- 
lously planned spectacles designed to 
demonstrate the regime’s totalitarian con- 


Tyrant: Joseph Stalin orchestrated the Soviet show trials, using 
them as a tool to eliminate political opponents and consolidate his 
power through forced confessions and executions. 


trol. Defendants were often subjected to 
intense psychological and physical torture 
to extract confessions. The trials them- 
selves were mere formalities, with ver- 
dicts and sentences decided long before 
the proceedings began. The outcomes, far 
from being acts of justice, were meant to 
serve as stark and unmistakable warnings 
to others who posed or planned to pose 
any challenge to Stalin’s authority, and 
that this authority would and could ex- 
tend over the life and death of any man, 
depending on his willingness to submit to 
Stalin’s autocracy. 

This article chronicles four of these 
theatrical performances masquerading as 
justice, beginning with the first important 
show trial, the Shakhty Trial of 1928. 

¢ The Shakhty Trial (1928): This trial 
targeted engineers and technicians ac- 
cused of sabotage and industrial “wreck- 
ing,” a crime invented during the Stalin 
era to accuse professionals and other in- 
telligentsia with “counter-revolutionary 
sabotage.” This was the beginning of 
the use of class warfare to per- 
suade the population that men 
with more appropriate attitudes 
toward the revolution should 
replace the well-paid profes- 
sionals who did not demon- 
strate acceptable eagerness to 
supplant the policies of Lenin 
with those of Joseph Stalin. The 
defendants were forced to con- 
fess under extreme duress, and 
the trial served as a propaganda 
tool to justify Stalin’s purges 
and consolidate his control over 
the industrial sector. 

¢ The Trial of the Sixteen 
(1936): This was the first of the 
Moscow trials, where prominent 
Bolsheviks, including Grigory 
Zinoviev and Lev Kamenev, 
were accused of conspiring with 
Leon Trotsky to overthrow the 
Soviet government. The defen- 
dants were subjected to severe 
torture, resulting in forced con- 
fessions. The trial was a sham, 
with guilty verdicts predeter- 
mined, and all were executed. 

¢ The Trial of the Seventeen 
(1938): Another show trial or- 
chestrated by Stalin during the 
Great Purge, this one targeted 
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Show trial: Donald Trump enters a Manhattan courtroom to face lawfare masquerading as a 
trial, facing trumped-up charges and a predetermined outcome crafted by political prejudice and 
personal animosity. 


prominent Bolsheviks, accusing them 
of treason and conspiracy. These veter- 
ans of the Russian Revolution were dis- 
satisfied with the economic policies of 
Stalin’s regime and represented a threat 
to his hegemony. The trial was marked 
by forced confessions and fabricated 
evidence, and ended with executions or 
lengthy imprisonments. 

¢ The Trial of the Twenty-One (1938): 
This trial targeted the so-called Anti-So- 
viet Trotskyist Center and included prom- 
inent figures such as Nikolai Bukharin 
and Alexei Rykov. Once an ally of Stalin, 
Bukharin was accused of “capitalist devia- 
tions,” and leaked statements criticizing 
Stalin marked him for a fall from power 
and prosecution by the state. Bukharin’s 
attempts to reconcile with Stalin were fu- 
tile, as wiretaps on his phone revealed his 
penitence to be pretense. Like the previous 
trials, it featured coerced confessions and 
fabricated evidence. The result of the pro- 
ceedings was a foregone conclusion — the 
execution of most defendants. 

The primary motivation behind the 
Soviet show trials was removal of politi- 
cal rivals, with intimidation of would-be 
challengers in the party and the popula- 
tion being a close second. Joseph Stalin 
placed the hammer and sickle in the hand 
of the judiciary, eliminating rivals and in- 
stilling fear within the populace, ensuring 
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unquestioned loyalty to his regime. The 
trials were not about justice or the rule of 
law, but about a ruthless demonstration of 
irresistible power and the silencing of po- 
litical dissent. 

Ultimately, none of the defendants 
could have been treated fairly or permitted 
even the most perfunctory level of judicial 
due process without it being interpreted as 
tolerance of an impermissible ideology. 


Comparing the Trump 
Trial and Soviet Show Trials 
One of the most striking similarities be- 
tween the Trump hush-money trial and the 
Soviet show trials is the perception of pre- 
determined outcomes. In both cases, the 
trials served political ends rather than the 
pursuit of justice. For Trump, the relent- 
less pursuit by political adversaries and 
the media’s portrayal of guilt suggest a 
predetermined effort to tarnish his legacy 
and prevent his political resurgence. The 
Soviet show trials were blatant in their 
predetermined nature, with the outcomes 
decided long before the trials commenced. 
Both the Trump trial and the Soviet 
show trials are rooted in political persecu- 
tion. In the Soviet Union, Stalin used show 
trials to eliminate his enemies and secure 
his dictatorship. In the United States, the 
prosecution of Trump is seen by many as 
an attempt by the Deep State to neutralize 
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a formidable political opponent. The use 
of the legal system as a tool for political 
persecution undermines the fundamental 
principles of justice and rule of law. The 
parallels are clear: Both serve as instru- 
ments of political power, crushing opposi- 
tion under the guise of legality. 

The role of the media in shaping pub- 
lic perception is another common thread. 
Soviet show trials were heavily publi- 
cized, with state-controlled media por- 
traying the defendants as enemies of the 
state and threats to the peace, safety, and 
progress of the Soviet Union. Similarly, 
the media’s coverage of the Trump trial 
has been overwhelmingly negative to- 
ward Trump, contributing to a public per- 
ception of guilt. The media’s influence in 
both cases created a hostile environment 
where a fair trial became impossible. In 
the case of Trump, the media often acted 
as judge and jury, amplifying accusations 
and ignoring exculpatory evidence, mim- 
icking the propaganda tactics of Soviet- 
era news outlets. 

The impact of these trials on society is 
profound. The Soviet show trials created 
an atmosphere of fear and mistrust, erod- 
ing public confidence in the legal system. 
In the United States, the legal harassment of 
Donald Trump has widened political divi- 
sions, and fostered among his supporters a 
perception of injustice. When the legal sys- 
tem is perceived as an appropriate weapon 
for political attacks, it undermines the rule 
of law and threatens the fabric of freedom. 
The societal consequences of such miscar- 
riages of justice are long-lasting, breeding 
cynicism and distrust in institutions meant 
to uphold fairness and integrity. 

As Americans reflect on the Trump 
trial, it is essential to remember the lessons 
of history. The Soviet show trials stand as 
a stark reminder of the consequences of 
allowing partisan politics to dictate the 
definition of justice. Upholding the rule 
of law and ensuring that all individuals 
receive a fair trial, regardless of political 
affiliation, is paramount to preserving the 
integrity of the legal system and the repub- 
lican ideals upon which the United States 
was founded. The Trump trial should serve 
as a wake-up call, prompting a recommit- 
ment to impartial justice and the rule of 
law, lest America repeat the dark history 
of political persecution masked as legal 
proceedings. Ml 
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unconstitutional federal overreach are making a difference. 
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by Alex Newman 


AS VEGAS — Sheriffs have the 
power and the duty to stand for the 
U.S. Constitution they swore an 

oath to uphold, and to protect the rights 
of the people in their counties, regardless 
of what state or federal authorities might 
do, explained a wide range of speakers 
at a gathering including sheriffs, media 
personalities, victims of political perse- 
cution, businessmen, and military leaders. 
Respect for the oath of office to the 
U.S. Constitution was one of the clear 
messages from the Constitutional Sher- 
iffs and Peace Officers Association’s 
(CSPOA) “Resist the Temptation” confer- 
ence on April 17. That constitutional man- 
date applies to everything from elections 
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and immigration to free speech and even 
the protection of order from lawlessness, 
the lawmen and their allies heard. 

The event made headlines worldwide 
and was broadcast globally by Frank- 
Speech, reportedly being seen live by 
more than 50,000 people. Videos from 
the event continue to circulate widely on 
social media and beyond. 

Organized by CSPOA founder Sher- 
iff Richard Mack and CEO Sam Bush- 
man, a syndicated radio host, the summit 
brought together an impressive array of 
Trump insiders, lawmen, elected officials, 
and experts. Each had unique insights 
and perspectives to share. Taken together, 
the speakers offered a long list of action 
items for the law-enforcement community 
and for citizen-activists concerned about 
America. 

Mack, who served two terms as sheriff 
in Arizona, sued the Clinton administra- 


tion in the 1990s over a gun-control bill 
that he refused to enforce. The case even- 
tually made its way to the U.S. Supreme 
Court, which ruled in favor of sheriffs and 
against the gun-control scheme. 

In the landmark decision, Printz v. 
United States, the Court, citing the 10th 
Amendment and more, ruled once again 
that the federal government could not 
“commandeer” state or local govern- 
ments. Known as the “anti-commandeer- 
ing doctrine,” the case upholds the Con- 
stitution’s reservation of powers to the 
states and the people that have not been 
delegated to the federal government. 

Numerous speakers at the event touted 
the ruling as key, not just for sheriffs but 
also for state and local governments. Hun- 
dreds of sheriffs nationwide are members 
of CSPOA and have been trained on their 
authority under the U.S. Constitution and 
common law, as well as on the details of 
the 1997 ruling. 

Not surprisingly, federal supremacists 
and totalitarians seeking to centralize co- 
ercive power in Washington, D.C., are on 
the warpath against Mack and CSPOA. 
And the dishonest attacks by the media 
offered fresh evidence that constitutional 
sheriffs are a major thorn in the side of 
those who would run roughshod over the 
rights of Americans. 

Several sheriffs offered ideas for their 
colleagues in other counties. One of the 
lawmen who spoke at the conference, 
Klickitat County, Washington, Sher- 
iff Bob Songer, explained how sheriffs 
across the nation could deputize citizens 
and form a posse. Songer, whose posse 
includes some 150 carefully screened citi- 
zens, even offered his department’s policy 
manuals and guidelines for other sheriffs 
across the nation who may wish to set up 
their own. 
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In an interview with The New Ameri- 
can, Songer noted that the radical Left was 
furious about his decision to supplement 
his department’s ranks with everyday 
citizens. However, considering the sav- 
ings to taxpayers and the need for more 
manpower in everything from search and 
rescue to dealing with potential threats to 
the community, Songer said creating pos- 
ses could be helpful to law enforcement 
nationwide. 

Another chief law-enforcement offi- 
cer with experience deputizing citizens is 
Sheriff Glenn Hamilton of Sierra County, 
New Mexico, who went on stage with 
Pastor Caleb Cooper of New Hope Re- 
vival Church. When state authorities de- 
manded lockdowns and claimed churches 
were not essential during Covid, Cooper 
knew he could not close his doors. 

The only thing worse than having 
somebody die from Covid because his 
church stayed open, Cooper told state 
police, would be having somebody die of 
Covid without having heard the Gospel 
and ending up in hell. “We just could not 
close our church,” Cooper told The New 
American, emphasizing the importance of 
the Church continuing to shine the light in 
dark times. “We are essential.” 

Cooper and Hamilton devised a plan. 
Because law enforcement was considered 
essential and was therefore not subject to 
the lockdown orders, the sheriff went to 
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New Hope Revival Church right before 
Resurrection Sunday and deputized the 
entire congregation. “I would have depu- 
tized every man, woman, and child in my 
county if that is what it took,” Hamilton 
told The New American in an interview. 

The whole saga was featured promi- 
nently in the documentary Noncompliant 
2: The Sheriff by KrisAnne Hall. It was 
contrasted with the outrageous behavior 
of an anti-constitutional sheriff in Flor- 
ida, who arrested a pastor for refusing 
to shut his church before Governor Ron 
DeSantis shut down the rogue sheriff by 
declaring churches essential. As Hamil- 
ton explained, almost all the New Mex- 
ico sheriffs also resisted unconstitutional 
abuses against gun rights in the state. 

A third lawman who spoke at the sum- 
mit, Barry County, Michigan, Sheriff Dar 
Leaf, offered details of his ongoing in- 
vestigations into irregularities in the 2020 
election. Upon being given evidence of 
alleged criminal acts, Leaf felt he had a 
duty to investigate. And yet, instead of 
helping him get to the bottom of it, state 
officials — including the far-left attorney 
general — responded by waging war on 
Leaf and his efforts. 

“Tt’s been nothing but walls and having 
to knock down walls to get to the infor- 
mation that I need to get to,” Leaf told 
The New American in an interview before 
his talk. “The walls being put up are prob- 


ably the most frustrating — and walls put 
up by people you’d think would be help- 
ing you out in an investigation, like the 
attorney general’s office and the secretary 
of state.” 

Considering the enormity of the crimes 
being alleged and the significance of 
them, Leaf told The New American, there 
should have been a task force of local, 
state, and federal law enforcement inves- 
tigating. “Everybody should have been 
involved in it,” he said. “There’s a lot to 
this. I think we would have had this all 
resolved by now if we had done that.” 

“You’re talking about, potentially, 
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the greatest fraud ever committed in the 
world — committed on the American 


people,” added Leaf. 

Numerous other sheriffs have also 
opened investigations into widespread re- 
ports of voter fraud and election crimes. 
In fact, at a previous CSPOA event in Las 
Vegas, this writer interviewed more than 
half a dozen sheriffs for The New Ameri- 
can who were trying to get to the bottom 
of it all, only to be viciously attacked by 
the far-left media, the Democratic Party, 
and their allies. 

Other highlights of the conference in- 
cluded a speech by former National Se- 
curity Advisor General Mike Flynn (ret.), 
who also served as a top intelligence of- 
ficial responsible for coordinating fed- 
eral, state, local, tribal, and international 
intelligence. Among other topics, Flynn 
discussed his new documentary, Flynn, 
which exposes how and why he was the 
first of Trump’s key officials to be tar- 
geted by the Deep State. In an interview 
with The New American, he noted that the 
DVD had soared to No. 1 in Amazon’s 
DVD sales. “Remember, local action for 
national impact,” Flynn told the crowd. 

Pointing to the open border and the 
ongoing invasion of hostile military and 
terrorist forces, veteran Boone Cutler, an 
associate of Flynn who joined him in co- 
authoring the book The Citizen's Guide 
to Fifth Generation Warfare, announced 
a new training program for law enforce- 
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ment on irregular warfare. Saxon Aero- 
space founder John Ferguson also offered 
resources to help law enforcement pre- 
pare for tough times ahead, later telling 
The New American that the nation might 
already be lost. 

Also speaking was MyPillow founder 
Mike Lindell, a leading voice calling for 
election reforms to restore confidence and 
integrity in voting. In an interview with 
The New American, he called for citizens 
to sign the petition at LindellOffenseFund. 
org for paper ballots and hand-counting in 
elections. Especially urgent: getting rid of 
the machines that can be hacked. 

Popular radio host Wayne Allyn Root 
enthusiastically called on Americans to 
get involved in the freedom fight, too. 

Former Mesa County, Colorado, Clerk 
Tina Peters, who uncovered serious 
problems with the election and has been 
ruthlessly persecuted for speaking out, 
gave an update on her efforts. And for- 
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mer Arizona state Representative Mark 
Finchem, who is running for state Senate 
and is endorsed by Donald Trump, also 
gave an update on his lawsuits against 
election fraud. 

Dr. Richard Fleming, a medical doctor, 
attorney, and physicist, discussed the bio- 
weapon attack on humanity in the form 
of the Covid injections, and urged view- 
ers to contact their state attorneys general 
with a letter demanding action. 

FreeAndEqual.org chief Christina 
Tobin, who is working to provide a plat- 
form for candidates outside the two-party 
duopoly, spoke on how the establishment 
seeks to keep Americans trapped in either 
the Republican or Democratic party. 

Several victims of the January 6 per- 
secution by the Biden Department of 
Justice, including Casey Cusick and Tom 
Hamner, spoke about the horrors they en- 
dured, and yet offered a message of hope. 

Also speaking were two former con- 
gressmen targeted by the Deep State for 
speaking out, Steve Stockman of Texas 
and Steve King of Iowa. 

Stockman explained how the Obama 
administration went after him with a ven- 
geance, squandering over $20 million of 
tax money and going through multiple 
grand juries until they could find one 
willing to help in the persecution. He was 
eventually jailed in federal prison and 
treated terribly until Trump commuted his 
sentence. He urged Americans to pray for 
and write to former Arkansas state Sena- 
tor Jon Woods, who was persecuted by the 
same forces and remains behind bars in 
atrocious conditions. 

Iowa’s King, meanwhile, was smeared 
by the far-left media with fake allega- 
tions of racism until he was run out of 
office. During his talk, he exposed the 
“carbon capture” scam, the ongoing 
attack on private-property rights, the 
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globalist undermining of national sov- 
ereignty, and more. 

South Dakota farmer Jared Bossly, a 
victim of the “carbon capture” scheme, 
shared details of what is happening in his 
state and beyond. 

Entrepreneur Patrick Byrne, former 
CEO of Overstock.com, gave a detailed 
presentation on Deep State activities and 
how to fight back. 

This writer, who served as the emcee, 
also spoke on the importance of the oath 
of office and the biblical foundations of 
law and resistance to tyranny. 

Estimates cited in news reports suggest 
about 10 percent of the nation’s sheriffs 
are members of CSPOA. 

As always happens when influential 
conservatives gather to effectively oppose 
tyranny and globalism, the establishment 
media, which was crawling all over the 
event, pretended to be outraged. The far-left 
U.K. Guardian, for instance, ran a propa- 
ganda piece demonizing the event before it 
even happened under the headline ““Dan- 
ger to our democracy’: fears over Trump 
allies’ summit with far-right sheriffs.” 
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Shortly after the conference finished, 
fringe left-wing activist Brandy Zadroz- 
ny, who repeatedly cackled as political 
prisoners shared horrifying details of 
abuse in federal prison, ran a vicious hit 
piece attacking the gathering. “A sheriff, 
a felon and a conspiracy theorist walk 
into a hotel. They’re there for the same 
conference,” screamed the headline. “The 
Constitutional Sheriffs and Peace Officers 
Association is urging lawmen to form 
posses, seize voting machines and inves- 
tigate baseless claims of voter fraud.” 

Virtually all of the attack pieces mas- 
querading as journalism misrepresented 
the CSPOA and what it teaches its mem- 
bers, the public, and the nation’s sheriffs. 
The NBC “News” report by Zadrozny, 
who several attendees said has a reputa- 
tion for lying and dishonesty, offered a 
representative example of the lie: “The 
group sees sheriffs as the highest author- 
ity in the U.S., more powerful than the 
federal government.” 

Of course, nothing could be further 
from the truth. Not one person at the sum- 
mit or at CSPOA has ever claimed that a 


sheriff has more power than the federal 
government. However, it is a fact that 
sheriffs are the chief law-enforcement 
officers in their jurisdiction, that they 
are not accountable to or employed by 
the federal government, and that they all 
have an obligation to obey their oath of 
office to the U.S. Constitution and their 
state’s constitution — not enforce federal 
regulations and statutes. 

Virtually all of the establishment 
media left before the press conference, 
when they would have had the opportu- 
nity to ask most of the speakers anything 
they wanted. Instead, they simply lied or 
distorted what the speakers said and what 
the CSPOA and its members stand for. 

Despite the hatred from the totalitar- 
ian media, the event was very well re- 
ceived by attendees and online viewers. 
Multiple law-enforcement officials told 
The New American that they learned a 
lot. In the end, it may well be the na- 
tion’s sheriffs and state governments 
who stand between citizens and the es- 
calating lawlessness and tyranny that is 
overtaking the nation. 
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TRIOTS FIGHT BACK 
AS RULING CLASS IMPORTS “MIGRANTS” 


The pushback against the Eurocrats in Ireland is illustrative of the growing 
resistance to immigration throughout Europe, as manifested in the recent EU elections. 


by R. Cort Kirkwood 


hen the civil unrest against the 
government-sponsored illegal- 
alien invasion of Ireland will 


turn into nationwide mass violence no one 
can say. 

But such a day might be coming. 

One sign: Mass protests against the in- 
vasion of Africans, Ukrainians, and other 
“refugees,” some of them violent, more 
than doubled in capital Dublin from 2022 
through 2023. 

Another: When a “migrant” stabbed 
three children in the city, riots and arson 
ensued. 

A third: A young father walked off his 
construction job in Clonmel, County Tip- 
perary. He was helping build a “migrant” 
village for the invaders, whom the govern- 
ment is dropping into the Irish heartland 
with the help of the Garda Siochana, the 
Irish police. 
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Whether other Irish patriots will quit 
jobs helping “migrants” establish a per- 
manent beachhead, or when the police 
will stop helping the government replace 
the Irish with “migrants,” again, no one 
can say. 

But news reports suggest that one thing 
is certain: The Irish are fed up. If the gov- 
ernment doesn’t stop the immigration 
invasion, civil war might well be ahead. 
And other countries in Europe, notably 
Germany, might not be far behind. 

Indeed, recent elections demonstrate 
just how frustrated Europeans Continent- 
wide have become with the “migrant” in- 
vasion. “Far-right” political parties, as the 
pro-replacement leftist media call them, 
increased their representation in the Eu- 
ropean Union’s Parliament by 11 percent, 
while the far Left took a major shellack- 
ing, losing 10 percent of their seats. 


“Boiling Point” 

Perhaps the most telling sign that Ire- 
land has reached the “boiling point,” as 
a lengthy Fox News report described the 
climate of angry unrest, was a riot in Dub- 


lin last November. An Algerian “migrant” 
stabbed three children, one of whom was 
a five-year-old girl. 

Irish patriots took to the streets, and 
some took things way too far. They set 
vehicles ablaze, including a bus on which 
they left a message for the “migrants”: 
“OUT!” 

The Garda arrested 34. Chief Drew 
Harris blamed a “complete lunatic hooli- 
gan faction driven by far-right ideology,” 
the Irish News reported. Justice Minister 
Helen McEntee called the rioters “thugs” 
and “criminals.” 

The stabbing that provoked the fury was 
nothing new. It followed two high-profile 
“migrant” crimes in 2022, both stabbings. 

Slovak “migrant” Jozef Puska murdered 
a young, beautiful school teacher, Ashling 
Murphy, on a canal path in Tullamore in 
central Ireland, about 63 miles west of Dub- 
lin. The thug stabbed her 11 times in the 
neck, and a passing jogger who interrupted 
the attack testified he was trying to rape 
her. Iraqi Yousef Palani murdered two ho- 
mosexuals in Sligo, on Ireland’s northwest 
coast, after tracking them on a “gay” dating 
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website. He stabbed one 43 times and be- 
headed him; the other he stabbed 25 times. 

Those crimes, which occurred because 
the Irish government planted “migrants” in 
once peaceful, largely crime-free towns, ex- 
plain the mass protests that began in 2022. 

Citing Justin Kelly, assistant Garda 
commissioner for organized and serious 
crime, the /rish Independent reported that 
protests in the capital city increased from 
300 in 2022 to 617 in 2023 — meaning 
Irishmen took to the streets more than 
once a day. 

Protesters in such towns as Clonmel, 
about 117 miles southwest of Dublin, are 
raging through the streets. In late May, they 
turned out en masse despite heavy rains. 

Protesters there have also blocked the 
construction of homes for Ukrainian “mi- 
grants,” attacked security guards protect- 
ing construction sites, and even set fire to 
the unwanted “housing for refugees.” 

As noted above, a 19-year-old father 
quit his job at a construction site where a 
“migrant” shelter was being built. 

“Sam a young 19 year old Clonmel Fa- 
ther and man felt that the only way he had 
to feed his kids was to work on a construc- 
tion site that was working to build modular 
homes for unvetted men,” the GoFundMe 
page for him said: 


After speaking with the locals for a 
couple of days this young man de- 
cided that he was not willing to be a 
part of building something that was 
not good for his town. 

He decided he would rather put 
his people’s needs ahead of a quick 
wage. 

So us Clonmel Community would 
like to help Sam while out of work 
& looking for a new job would like 
to be able support him, like he sup- 
ported his community. 

He showed honour and he should 
be rewarded for this. 

We look after our own. 


Money raised for Sam: More than $11,800 
in a matter of a day or so. 

TheLiberal.ie X feed, which tracks the 
protests, reported on X that Irish security 
guards walked off their job at a “migrant” 
center in Ballyogan in south Dublin, but 
“foreign security workers are drafted in 
to work as security. This is the stuff of a 
revolution.” 

Thirteen people have been charged with 
crimes for trying to stop that subversive 
facility, Gript.ie reported. 

A heart-rending video posted to X de- 
picts what the Irish ruling class, and their 
Garda enforcers, think of the Irish people. 


Migration route: A main reason that “migrants” are flooding Ireland is Great Britain. U.K. officials 
created a program to deport migrants to Rwanda, which causes many to flee to Ireland. Leftist 


Irish officials aren’t deporting them. 
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It depicts the cops pushing angry, terrified 
Irish men and women who are trying to 
stop a “migrant” invasion of their village. 

“T understand that,” one cop said to the 
complaining villagers. ““We have a job to 
do. We’ve gotta do our [job].” 

“Well don’t do the wrong job,” a 
woman shouted back. “This is not your 
job. You’re supposed to protect us, not put 
them in here.” 

“This is our village,” a woman said 
through tears as the Garda pushed them 
aside to make way for the legalized invad- 
ers. “We’re trying to protect our families.” 

“My daughter can’t walk this road 
anymore!” another terrified woman said. 
“None of us can!” 

The Irish are right to be concerned, 
particularly about African and other Third 
World migrant gangs who are attacking 
Irish boys and girls. 

Message from the Irish people: “Ireland 
is full.” 


Tinderbox 

Irishmen “who want immigration laws en- 
forced and numbers reduced say they are 
being ignored by the political establish- 
ment,” Fox News reported in May: 


“Treland is a tinderbox at the mo- 
ment,” Irish journalist Fatima Gun- 
ning told Fox News Digital. “At this 
point, I don’t think anything would 
surprise me.” 

On Monday, thousands of pro- 
testers carrying Irish flags rallied in 
Dublin calling for an end to mass 
migration and demanding that a new 
nationalist government take its place. 

Chants of “get them out” in ref- 
erence to the government, echoed 
throughout the nation’s capital while 
others carried signs reading “Irish 
lives matter” and “under siege, inva- 
sion.” Large banners reading “mass 
deportations” and “end the planta- 
tion” hung from a bridge. 

The protesters say they represent 
the silent majority of the elector- 
ate — around 75% based on several 
polls — who say immigration is too 
high and that the country has taken in 
too many refugees. 


Not surprisingly, the Irish are furious at 
the pro-replacement leftist media, partic- 
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ularly the state propaganda organ, RTE, 
which portrays justly angry patriots as 
angry haters. 

“For the past two years, they’ve been 
calling people like that ‘racist’ or ‘far-right 
extremists,’” Gunning told Fox News: 


Politicians and the mainstream 
media, official Ireland, that strata of 
society say immigration is just totally 
positive. There’s no negatives what- 
soever and then anyone who even 
says something like, Oh, “I do agree 
with immigration but I think there 
should be controls on the numbers,” 
is a racist, that’s how it is. 


Indeed, the /rish Independent’ report on 
the doubling of protests in Dublin said ex- 
actly that. 

“The rise of the far right in Ireland is 
similar to other European countries,” the 
Garda’s Kelly told the newspaper. He in- 
advertently suggested that the ruling class 
is increasingly terrified of what the “far 
right” Irish might do if the government 
doesn’t stop the invasion. 

“Here in Ireland we’ve had to consider- 
ably increase our protection around poli- 
ticians,” Kelly told the newspaper. “That 
takes a lot of our resourcing.” 

So the anti-Irish Irish media differ 
little from the anti-American Ameri- 
can media. The omnipresent bogeyman 
is depicted as the “far right” or “racist 
xenophobes.” They, not the invaders, 
“threaten democracy.” 

Ireland has imported more than 104,000 
Ukrainian “refugees” since that nation’s 
war with Russia began, Fox reported in its 
immigration takeout. That’s two percent of 
Ireland’s population of 5.12 million. 

And, adding insult to injury, every 
“Ukrainian refugee has been provided 
with free accommodation, free health care 
and, until recently, was being paid a week- 
ly wage of around $235.” 

Continued Fox: 


Another 30,000 non-Ukrainian refu- 
gees are currently being housed by 
the Irish government with taxpay- 
ers churning out more than €1 bil- 
lion [about $1.1 billion] in the first 
nine months of 2023 accommodating 
migrants, according to government 
data. Meanwhile, the country’s debt 
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is among the highest in the world 
per capita, standing at €223 billion 
[about $242 billion] in 2023. 

Accommodations, including 
modular homes, have been built for 
migrants but very little, if anything, 
they say, is being done for the home- 
less population, which hit an all-time 
record last month. Planning rules to 
build some of these homes have been 
ignored in order to get the refugees 
housed at rapid speed. 

“There’s a really palpable feeling 
that these non-national people are 
being prioritized over Irish people, 
which they are,” Gunning says. “I 
mean, it’s not even a matter of opinion 
that they are. There are Irish people 
who cannot get medical cards (health 
benefits) for whatever reason. These 
people are all given medical cards re- 
gardless of need and that’s obviously 
a priority [of government].” 


Campsite: So-called asylum seekers, most of whom are not seeking asylum but instead seeking 
jobs and free stuff, build encampments that have become eyesores in Dublin. 


As with most “asylum seekers,” they 
are mostly men and mostly unvetted, Irish 
patriots complain. Irish officials have no 
idea who they are or what crimes they 
might have committed in the Third World 
hellholes whence they came. 

The lengthy Fox report also cited Gun- 
ning’s account of a police crackdown on 
peacefully protesting locals in Newtown- 
mountkennedy, 32 miles due south of 
Dublin on the Irish Sea coast. They were 
trying to stop the conversion of a “shut- 
tered care facility into a shelter for 160 
male migrants.” 

The government pulled a classic bait- 
and-switch on the Newtownmountkenne- 
dyians. It told them the facility would be 
turmed into a community center, but instead 
handed it over to unvetted foreign men. 

The protests were of no avail. 

Nor does the leftist government much 
care whether the “migrants” obey the law, 
Fox continued: 


The Irish are also drowning in a deluge of 
Africans and Southwest Asians. 

Some 2,000 Nigerians have landed in 
Ireland so far in 2024, Fox reported, with 
other “migrants” coming from “Alge- 
ria, Somalia, Bangladesh, Pakistan, Af- 
ghanistan and Zimbabwe,” none of which 
“share customs or traditions with Ireland.” 


For instance, McEntee recently re- 
vealed that of the nearly 7,300 people 
refused refugee status in Ireland since 
the beginning of 2023, less than 100 
have been deported. She also said 
that more than 90% of people seeking 
asylum in the country are now cross- 
ing the land border with Northern 
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Ireland amid the UK’s clampdown 
on ineligible refugees via its Rwanda 
policy. 

Who are these people flowing into 
the country and where are these peo- 
ple now, critics ask? 

According to the government’s 
figures, 85% of people who applied 
for international protection at Dublin 
Airport in 2023 arrived without iden- 
tity documents or with false identity 
documents, which is illegal, yet very 
few were even prosecuted. 

But the Irish government has long 
argued that it is bound by “interna- 
tional obligations” to accommodate 
those who arrive claiming asylum, 
while critics say the same level of 
urgency is not given to Irish people 
who are homeless. 


One Culprit Responsible for the 
Invasion: England 

Amusingly, despite blaming the “far right” 
for the protests and intermittent violence, 
McEntee can’t define what “far right” 
means. 

“The Irish establishment has blamed 
the protests on two culprits,” the Federa- 
tion for American Immigration Reform 
(FAIR) explained in a May | article. “The 
first is the omnipresent bogeyman of the 
‘far right.’” 

But when asked what that meant, McEn- 
tee was stumped, and “rather sheepishly 
said ‘I’m not sure there is a definition.’” 

“This has not stopped claims that the far- 
right are behind the protests, when in fact 
it appears to be wholly a product of local 
people and their concerns being ignored 
and physically suppressed by their own 
government,” the FAIR report continued. 

The second culprit is England, which 
does not immediately deport the “asylum 
seekers” who arrive there daily. England 
planned to resettle the “migrants” in 
Rwanda, so many of them made for Ire- 
land, FAIR explained: 


The deal that saw Britain leave the 
European Union (EU) included an 
agreement that the border between 
Britain and Ireland would remain 
“soft” i.e., not subject to physical 
barriers or routine checks. Needless 
to say, this has been a gift to migrants. 

A report from the BBC shows that 
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91 percent of applications for asylum 
in Ireland in 2024 were made at the In- 
ternational Protection Office in Dub- 
lin city center, and not at an airport or 
ferry port. This would strongly sug- 
gest the migrants arrived by land 1.e., 
from the UK-Ireland border in North- 
ern Ireland, Ireland’s only land border. 
Dublin is creaking under the strain of 
trying to provide for migrants, with 
large tent cities full of migrant men 
springing up across the historic city. 
As in America, city shelters and hous- 
ing services were never designed to 
deal with tidal wave levels of unend- 
ing mass migration. What cities like 
Denver, Chicago and New York are 
experiencing has now come to Dublin. 


More than 10,000 foreigners annually have 
applied for asylum in Ireland in recent years, 
FAIR explained, although the claims are 
mostly phony and “solely a way of obtain- 
ing residency in Europe (a situation mirror- 
ing that of the U.S.). The high rates of re- 
jection, sometimes exceeding 90 percent for 
some nationalities like Algerians, confirm 
that most of these asylum claims are bogus.” 

On top of the “asylum seeker” inva- 


and violent — freeloading “migrants.” 


Traitors: lrish patriots are fed up with leftist politicians who are importing an army of indolent — 


sion, Ireland has another problem: It can’t 
deport them back to England. Amusingly 
enough, “the High Court in Dublin de- 
clared that the UK was nota ‘safe country’ 
for asylum seekers to be deported due to 
its Rwanda policy,” FAIR explained: 


Furthermore, Britain had stated it 
will not take them back, or at very 
least not until France agrees to accept 
the deportation of asylum seekers 
from Britain to France. The three Eu- 
ropean countries are now in a game 
of hot potato with asylum seekers. If 
Ireland did deport migrants to Brit- 
ain, and Britain sent them to France, 
those migrants could just try to break 
in again, as some have already threat- 
ened to do. 


Stabbing in Germany, 

“Far-right” Victim 

The Irish, of course, are not alone. Another 
victim of the globalist Great Replacement 
is Germany. 

Nothing seems to have changed there 
since the nationwide “migrant” rape ram- 
page on New Year’s Eve 2015-2016. That 
awful night, Arabs and North Africans 
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Our land first: As in Ireland, “far right” is the term the leftist German media use to describe 
patriots who oppose the mass importation of unassimilable “migrants.” 


swept through more than a dozen German 
cities to rape and/or sexually assault more 
than 1,200 women, a sexual terror cam- 
paign Germany hadn’t seen since the Red 
Army invaded in 1945 and raped “every 
German female from 8 to 80.” 

No matter what crimes the angry “mi- 
grants” commit, German authorities are 
complacent. 

In June, viral video showed Sulaiman 
Ataee, a 25-year-old Afghan refugee who 
had lived in Germany for a decade, rush 
into a Pax Europa (PE) rally in Mannheim 
and stab six people, including PE leader 
Michael Stiirzenberger and a cop who later 
died. Naturally, the leftist media called 
Stiirzenberger a “far-right activist” and 
“anti-Islam agitator.” The rally was a “far- 
right” event that “antagonized” Ataee. 

As commentator Paul Joseph Watson 
said, those terms suggest that Stiirzen- 
berger had it coming. Maybe the murdered 
29-year-old cop had it coming, too. 

Yet German Interior Minister Nancy 
Faeser seems to understand what Germany 
faces from the millions of “refugees” and 
“migrants” that former Chancellor Angela 
Merkel, a “former” East German commu- 
nist, imported during her abysmal reign. “If 
the investigation shows an Islamist motive, 
that would be another confirmation of the 
great danger from Islamist acts of violence 
that we have warned of,” she said. 
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Then again, as The Associated Press 
noted, “Thomas Strobl, Faeser’s region- 
al counterpart in Baden-Wuerttemberg, 
where Mannheim is located, said that ‘we 
can’t say anything yet about the perpetra- 
tor’s motive.’” In fact, “we” wont “say 
anything yet about the perpetrator’s mo- 
tive,” which is clear to anyone who knows 
anything about the growing Afghan prob- 
lem in Germany. Ataee, again, had been 
in the country for 10 years. Yet he had still 
not learned that one aspect of life in the 
West is hearing offensive speech and not 
rampaging through the town square with a 
butcher knife, looking for a throat to slash. 

Of course, the government does what it 
can to protect “migrants” and “refugees” 
from hearing speech they don’t like. As 
The New American website reported in 
May, Marie-Thérése Kaiser, an Alternative 
for Germany party leader from Rotenberg, 
was fined $6,500 for reporting government 
data that show Afghans are prone to rape. 

“The charge was based on a post that 
Kaiser had spread on her social media ac- 
counts in August 2021,” Junge Freiheit 
reported in an account republished at The 
European Conservative: 


In it, she wrote: “Afghanistan refu- 
gees; Hamburg SPD mayor for ‘un- 
bureaucratic’ acceptance; Welcoming 
culture for gang rape?” 
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Among other things, the politi- 
cian linked to an article showing that 
Afghans in Germany are particularly 
heavily involved in gang rape. 


When Hamburg’s first mayor, Social 
Democrat Peter Tschentscher, decided to 
import 200 Afghan “workers” to the once- 
great city — which British and American 
bombers blew to smithereens in 1943 dur- 
ing World War II — Kaiser “warned of 
rapes by ‘culturally alien masses.”” 

“The mere mention of numbers, data, 
and facts is to be declared a criminal of- 
fense simply because the establishment 
refuses to accept reality,” Kaiser said. “I 
won’t let myself be silenced.” 

German authorities certainly know the 
truth, particularly given that Kaiser, again, 
pointed to government data. 

Afghans have been a major threat to Eu- 
ropean women since they began arriving. 
As The New American reported in 2021, 
when President Joe Biden began import- 
ing Afghan refugees to the United States 
one planeload after another, The National 
Interest explained the problem in Austria. 

In 2017, Cheryl Benard detailed the 
“vicious, no-preamble attacks on random 
girls and women, often committed by 
gangs or packs of young men.” The gang 
rapists were almost exclusively Afghans. 

Afghans committed “sex crimes to a 
much greater extent than other refugees,” 
she wrote, including “the brutal gang rape 
of a fifteen-year-old girl, snatched from 
the street on her way home, dragged away 
and serially abused by Afghan refugees.” 

“And that was just one in a string of 
outrage-inducing occurrences, all of them 
going to the account of Afghans,” Benard 
continued. “Type two words into Google 
— Afghane and Vergewaltigung — and a 
cornucopia of appalling incidents unfolds 
before you.” 

At the time, Afghans committed half the 
sexual assaults in Austria, and the story 
was much the same elsewhere, Benard 
wrote. In Sweden, Afghans kidnapped and 
gang-raped a boy. 

The Afghans “are motivated by a deep 
and abiding contempt for Western civiliza- 
tion,” she wrote, citing an Afghan friend 
and court translator. “Europeans are the 
enemy, and their women are legitimate 
spoils.” 

Afghan sexual jihad aside, just after 
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Kaiser was fined came more bad news 
about the “cultural enrichers” who have 
invaded the land of Goethe and Schiller 
and Bach and Beethoven. 

Migrant criminals, some in gangs, con- 
trol trains in the state of Thuringia. Citing 
a report in Focus Online, Remix news de- 
tailed an interview with Steffi Recknagel, 
head of the Railway and Transport Union. “TI 
have an average of three employees sitting 
in my Erfurt office every week for legal ad- 
vice. They were attacked, spat on, insulted, 
threatened or pushed,” Recknagel said. 

Continued Remix: 


The female union boss shared in- 
formation describing the everyday 
crime train attendants and train driv- 
ers face, including verbal and physi- 
cal violence, and even knife crime. 
However, she said constant verbal 
harassment is also taking its toll. 
“The worst case was that a train at- 
tendant was threatened with a knife,” 
said Recknagel, while another was 
physically attacked from behind and 
“the air was knocked out of her.” 


In other cases, female train work- 
ers were “slapped,” “kicked,” had 
their clothing pulled, and were “treat- 
ed aggressively.” In some cases, the 
perpetrators told these female work- 
ers they were not allowed to speak 
because they are women. 


The “migrants” on one stretch of track 
always travel in gangs. Some employ- 
ees won’t even check tickets for fear of 
an assault by the crazed “migrants.” In- 
stead, Recknagel explained, they lock 
themselves inside a cabin and wait for the 
gangs to depart. “Our people are afraid, 
very afraid.” 

That fear is likely responsible for the 
“rise of the far right” across Europe, ap- 
ropos of June’s elections to the European 
Parliament. 

The hard-right Identity and Democracy 
coalition party, which includes members 
of France’s National Rally and Germany’s 
AfD, increased its number of seats from 49 
to 58, an 18-percent increase. The other main 
conservative party increased from 69 to 73, 
or 5.7 percent. Combined gain: 11 percent. 
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Meanwhile, the far-left Green Party 
dropped from 71 to 53 seats — 25 percent. 
Combined with Left and Socialist and 
Democrats, the far Left, again, lost about 
10 percent. The more moderate Renew 
Party lost 22 percent: 104 down to 79. 

Of course, election stories fretted about 
the “far right.” The far-left Associated 
Press noted that Italian Prime Minister 
Giorgia Meloni’s Brothers of Italy party, 
part of the Identity and Democracy coali- 
tion, has “neo-fascist roots.” 

But those who make such judgments 
aren’t likely on the front lines of an in- 
vasion that threatens to destroy every 
village and town in their country. They 
aren’t likely forced to live in terror next 
to a “migrant” center. And they aren’t 
likely wondering whether their daugh- 
ters can walk the streets without being 
stabbed 11 times. 

It is safe to say that Irish, German, and 
French mothers are more worried about 
that than being labeled “neo-fascist.” 

The Irish are “afraid, very afraid,” too. 
Unlike the Germans, however, Irish patri- 
ots are fighting back. 
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DADDY ISSUES: 
FATHERS MAKE A HOME COMPLETE 


by Selwyn Duke 


GG A woman needs a man like a fish needs a bicycle,” 


goes the notorious feminist proclamation. Yet reve- 
lation, reason, and science inform that this isn’t true 
for those very little women, and little men, known as children. 
Nor is it true of the grown women who raise children. Moreover, 
research illustrates dads’ importance with a finding that will seem 
counterintuitive to many: Single fathers actually have better par- 
enting outcomes than do single mothers. (More on that later.) 
Society today is a long way from Father Knows Best. In fact, 
significant because art does sometimes imitate life (and life can 
imitate art, too), the entertainment norm today is what The New 
York Times’ John Tierney in 2005 dubbed “The Doofus Dad,” a 
modern-day husband and father who is “lazy, incompetent and 
stupid.” That’s how the Deseret News’ Sarah Petersen described 
him in 2013. As she related, quoting Tierney: 


“One evening, after watching Homer Simpson wreck 
the family car at a monster-truck rally and plunge on a 
skateboard into Springfield Gorge, my 6-year-old son 
asked me, ‘Why are dads on TV so dumb?’” wrote John 
Tierny [sic] from the New York Times. “Where did we 
fathers go wrong? We spend twice as much time with our 
kids as we did two decades ago, but on television we’re 
oblivious (‘Jimmy Neutron’), troubled (‘The Sopranos’), 
deranged (‘Malcolm in the Middle’) and generally in- 
competent (‘Everybody Loves Raymond’). Even if Dad 
has a good job, like the star of ‘Home Improvement,’ at 
home he’s forever making messes that must be straight- 
ened out by Mom.” 


Petersen points out, too, that the “doofus dad stereotype 
isn’t new,” but greatly predates the 1990s and ’80s. 


Selwyn Duke has written for The New American for more than a decade. He 
has also written for The Hill, Observer, The American Conservative, World- 


NetDaily, American Thinker, and many other print and online publications. 


www. TheNewAmerican.com 


The irony here is that the pseudo-elites disgorging these por- 
trayals will often emphasize entertainment’s power to shape be- 
havior. They will, for example, warn that portraying girls and 
women in traditional roles (i.e., as authentically feminine wives 
and mothers) “stigmatizes” them and places them in a Hand- 
maid & Tale-like straitjacket. Females must, we’re told, have “lib- 
erated” same-sex role models and be exposed to “girl power” 
portrayals to reach their potential. Yet if this theory is true, what 
does the “doofus dad stereotype” portend for fatherhood? 

Whatever the case, the reality is that the conception and role 
of fathers have changed markedly in modern times. As clinical 
psychologist Ditta M. Oliker, Ph.D. wrote at Psychology Today 
in 2011: 


“The fathers have eaten a sour grape and the children’s 
teeth are set on edge.” (Jeremiah, Book 31, Verse 29) 
This quote from the Bible represented the power of the 
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father as the primary authority of the 
family for many centuries. His word 
was unquestioned, his decision final, 
his influence dominant in all matters 
relating to family. 

... The world began to radically 
change with the social, economic 
and technical advances of the 20th 
century, and with those changes 
came a basic change in the structure 
and function of the family — with a 
consequent shift in the authority of 
the father. His influence was increas- 
ingly seen as minor, even negligible, 
and his importance was defined by 
how well he provided for the family. 


Dr. Oliker also places an onus on early- 
and mid-20th-century psychology for 
ignoring, or at least minimizing, the role 
of fathers in its research. The good news 
is that this began changing in the 1970s, 
and now, a half-century later, there’s much 
data vindicating what common sense dic- 
tates: fathers matter — a /ot. 

Of course, by this time, most people 
have heard the basic overview. To wit: Ac- 


Family first: The mother is the parenting duo’s heart, the emotional side, and provides sympathy, 


Cake 
FAMILY 
FREEDOM 


ee 


cording “to the U.S. Census Bureau’s 2022 
data, one in four children in this country 
lives in a home without a biological, step, 
or adoptive father,” related Psychology 
Today last year. “Their research indicates 
that children raised in a father-absent 
home face a four times greater risk of 
poverty, are more likely to have behavioral 
problems, are at two times greater risk of 
infant mortality, are more likely to go to 
prison, commit crimes, become a pregnant 
teen, abuse drugs or alcohol, drop out of 
school.” This said, however, the preceding 
are correlations, and a critic may contend 
that a father’s lack isn’t the main factor. 
Rather, it is a deeper phenomenon — pa- 
rental irresponsibility and dearth of virtue 
— that makes it more likely children will 
both be fatherless and exhibit the afore- 
mentioned social ills, the thinking goes. 
But is this true? Or do fathers bring unique 
parental elements to the table? 

Focus on the Family, citing multiple 
studies, provides some insight. The tra- 
ditionalist organization cited “Dr. David 
Popenoe, Professor of Sociology at Rut- 
gers University and Co-Director of the 


nurturing, and care; moreover, moms’ extreme family patriotism causes them, as Focus on the 
Family puts it, “to see the rest of the world in relation to their child.” 
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National Marriage Project,” who “has pro- 
vided us with a good summary and over- 
view of the subject.” Focus on the Family 
quoted him as saying in Life Without Fa- 
ther (1996): 


Fathers are far more than just “sec- 
ond adults” in the home. Involved fa- 
thers — especially biological fathers 
— bring positive benefits to their 
children that no other person is as 
likely to bring. They provide protec- 
tion and economic support and male 
role models. They have a parenting 
style that is significantly different 
from that of a mother and that dif- 
ference is important in healthy child 
development. 


Focus on the Family continued: 


One of the most vital aspects of a 
dad’s contribution to the lives of his 
kids lies precisely in what Dr. Pope- 
noe calls his “significantly different 
parenting style.” Men and women are 
different. As a result mothers and fa- 
thers parent their children differently. 

Dads, for instance, love their chil- 
dren “more dangerously.” That’s 
because they play “rougher” and are 
more likely to encourage risk-taking. 
They provide kids with a broader di- 
versity of social experiences. They 
also introduce them to a wider vari- 
ety of methods of dealing with life. 
They tend to stress rules, justice, 
fairness, and duty in discipline. In 
this way, they teach children the ob- 
jectivity and consequences of right 
and wrong. They give kids insight 
into the world of men. They prepare 
them for the challenges of life and 
demonstrate by example the meaning 
of respect between the sexes. 


It should be emphasized here, too, that 
there’s something a mother, no matter how 
devoted, wise, intelligent, and insightful, 
cannot do: Model being a man. This is sig- 
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Misguided: Just as with the fairly well-known example of the “fatherless” elephants in Africa, 
fatherless boys in bad neighborhoods don’t cease latching on to male role models — they just 


too often find them in gang figures. 


nificant because, to use a twist on a saying, 
virtues (and vices) are caught more than 
they’re taught. And with respect to father- 
less boys and criminality, a story from the 
animal kingdom is instructive here. (Note: 
Understandably, some may take issue with 
this, as people aren’t mere animals. Yet 
one doesn’t have to be an evolutionist to 
accept that similarities exist between man 
and beast. After all, they should, given that 
we all have the same creator and live in the 
same planetary environment.) 


The Elephant Boys 

After an inordinate number of mutilated 
rhino carcasses was discovered years ago 
at Pilanesberg National Park in South Af- 
rica, an investigation revealed the culprits: 
A gang of 15 to 18 adolescent male ele- 
phants. The reason for this unusual level 
of aggression was eventually discovered, 
too: In the late ’70s, Pilanesberg had been 
seeded with elephants from other parks 
— but only with young males, females, 
and babies — as large bulls were difficult 
to transport. Consequently, grown males 
weren’t around to provide structure for the 
teen ones. The obvious solution worked, 
too. When the towering bulls were rein- 
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troduced, the adolescents fell into line and 
began exhibiting more proper elephant 
behavior. 

Of course, Pilanesberg’s erstwhile woes 
are quite reminiscent of the gang phenom- 
enon plaguing America’s inner-city areas, 
places where fatherlessness is rife. Many 
of us have witnessed, too, how boys will 
naturally begin to emulate manly men 
who show an interest in them, whether 
the latter are good leaders or gang lead- 
ers. As with the pachyderms, having a de- 
cent father around leads to less emotional 
volatility. As Duke University researcher 
Jennifer E. Lansford, Ph.D. put it at Psy- 
chology Today in 2021, regardless “of 
whether they live together, children who 
have regular positive contact with their 
father tend to regulate their emotions bet- 
ter than children who have no contact with 
their father.” 

This includes girls, too, of course, and 
they shouldn’t be forgotten here. While 
male characteristic sins are more overt — 
e.g. (the following is in male vs. female 
format), lust vs. vindictiveness; fiery tan- 
trums vs. a long, slow-to-forgive simmer; 
drunkenness vs. depression — fatherless- 
ness affects girls as well. And in particular, 
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quite relevant here may be Focus on the 
Family’s observation that dads “tend to 
stress rules, justice, fairness, and duty in 
discipline. In this way, they teach children 
the objectivity and consequences of right 
and wrong.” 

As to this, commentator Dennis Prager 
took heat in 2022 for pointing out that 
while there’s much focus on characteristic 
male flaws and the importance of teach- 
ing boys to control their natures, girls’ 
more subtle, but not necessarily less se- 
vere, characteristic flaws escape scrutiny. 
(Note: This can perhaps be blamed on the 
“Romantic Period,” which was a reaction 
to the “Enlightenment”; stressing emo- 
tionalism and the idealization of women, 
it supposedly spanned 1790 to 1850, but I 
contend that it never ended.) “Just as the 
male sexual drive and violent impulses 
can overwhelm their conscience and their 
ability to think and act rationally,” Prager 
wrote in a syndicated column, “emotions 
can do the same thing in girls and women: 
overwhelm their conscience and their abil- 
ity to think and act rationally.” Girls “have 
to learn to control their emotions,” he in- 
sisted. Yet how much less likely is this to 
happen when that person who’d empha- 
size “the objectivity and consequences of 
right and wrong,” the father, is absent? 

Focus on the Family is accurate, too, 
in its implication: Women are more emo- 
tional and more social-sphere-oriented 
(and hence more likely to embrace moral 
relativism), while men are more idea- 
oriented. Just consider research presented 
by City University of New York profes- 
sor Jesse Prinz in 2010. “When looking at 
pictures of immoral acts, women’s judg- 
ments of severity correlate with higher 
levels of activation in emotion centers of 
the brain,” he related at Psychology Today, 
“whereas men show higher activation in 
areas that might involve the deployment 
of principles.” Also coming to mind is 
a study I read about years ago concern- 
ing how children would negotiate. Boys 
would try to make sure everything was fair 
for all involved, said the researchers, and 
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then shake hands saying, “Deal? 
Deal.” Girls, on the other hand, 
would try to ensure that every- 
one felt good about a proposed 
outcome. Now, aside from the 
fact that feeling good doesn’t 
necessarily mean you’re getting 
a good outcome (con artists cheat 
people by making them fee/ 
they’re getting a deal), note the 
objective vs. subjective focus: 
The girls are oriented toward 
what’s within them and what 
only they can directly sense, 
their emotions, whereas the boys 
are focusing on the transcendent. 
For fairness involves the applica- 
tion of principles. 

The bottom line is that not 
having the more objectivity- 
oriented parent around may 
have profound implications 
for moral development. This 
may be reflected in research, too. Just 
consider two data sets. The first reveals 
that “57.6% of black children, 31.2% of 
Hispanic children, and 20.7% of white 
children are living absent their biologi- 
cal fathers,” relates Fathers.com. The 
second informs that only 10 percent of 
blacks, 15 percent of Hispanics, and 26 
percent of whites reject moral relativism 
and embrace a proper understanding of 
morality (i.e., it’s objective), according 
to a 2002 Barna research company sur- 
vey. Notice that the greater the father- 
lessness problem among the group, the 
more likely it is that its members will 
embrace relativism. (Note, too, that the 
percentage of blacks who dont reject 
relativism is almost exactly the same as 
the percentage who’ve voted Democrat- 
ic for the last many decades.) This isn’t 
to say that other factors don’t influence 
this racial/ethnic relativism phenom- 
enon; they most surely do. Nonetheless, 
it’s an interesting correlation, worthy of 
discussion. 

But then there’s what is surprising. As 
mentioned earlier, when only one biologi- 
cal parent is present, it is single fathers, 
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Ideal: Social scientists will concede that the traditional family unit 
— father and mother together — is the gold standard for raising 
children. The combination of heart and head provides kids with 

a well-balanced upbringing in which, ideally, all the virtues are 
modeled by two loving parents. 


not single mothers, who register the best 
outcomes. As psychologist Elicia Jane re- 
ported at Medium last year: 


For example, studies have found 
that children that from single-mother 
households are 5 times more likely 
to commit suicide than children from 
both unbroken households and sin- 
gle-father households, 9 times more 
likely to drop out of high school, 10 
times more likely to abuse chemical 
substances, 14 times more likely to 
commit rape, 20 times more likely to 
end up in prison and 32 times more 
likely to run away from home. 


Interestingly, while many people would 
attribute these worse outcomes to the 
poverty single mothers may endure, it’s 
the “same story” even when the women 
aren’t economically hobbled, says Jane. 
(And, in fact, single mothers generally 
have more formal education than do 
single fathers. Perhaps that’s part of the 
problem?) 

In fairness, Jane does present three 
perspective-lending reasons for single fa- 


thers’ superior parenting results. 
First, it’s easier for men to find 
good “surrogate mothers” for 
their kids than it is for women 
to find “surrogate fathers”; sec- 
ond, anti-male family-court bias 
ensures that a woman is more 
likely to get child custody after a 
divorce even if she’s not the bet- 
ter parent; and third, women are 
more likely than men to suffer 
from “mental health problems.” 

This said, the sane under- 
standing holds that a father’s 
hand is this: an indispensable 
part of a beautiful one-two- 
punch of parenting; he is the 
head to the mother’s heart. As 
Focus on the Family also put it: 


Fathers encourage com- 

petition, engendering 

independence. Mothers 
promote equity, creating a sense of 
security [this assertion is question- 
able]. Dads emphasize conceptual 
communication, which helps kids 
expand their vocabulary and intel- 
lectual capacities. Moms major 
in sympathy, care, and help, thus 
demonstrating the importance of 
relationships. Dads tend to see 
their child in relation to the rest of 
the world. Moms tend to see the 
rest of the world in relation to their 
child. Neither style of parenting is 
adequate in and of itself. Taken to- 
gether, they balance each other out 
and equip the up-and-coming gen- 
eration with a healthy, well-rounded 
approach to life. 


And perhaps this balance is well reflected 
in a little story late professional baseball 
player Harmon Killebrew related about 
his early years. “My father used to play 
with my brother and me in the yard,” he 
recounted. “Mother would come out and 
say, “You’re tearing up the grass.’ ‘We’re 
not raising grass,’ Dad would reply. ‘We’re 
raising boys.’” 
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Heroic Flood Rescue 


A Houston resident’s life was saved dur- 
ing a severe storm thanks to the heroic ac- 
tions of a stranger. On May 28, Jeff Jones 
found himself in a perilous situation while 
driving home amid heavy rain and strong 
winds that wreaked havoc across the city. 

Jones, navigating through the flooded 
streets near Interstate 45, underestimated 
the depth of the water, and his truck was 
swept into a pedestrian bridge before being 
carried into a drainage ditch. As his ve- 
hicle began to sink and the roof collapsed, 
Jones knew he was in serious danger. 

“Within moments, my truck sank, and I 
was thrown out into the water,” Jones told 
FOX 26 Houston. He knew that leaving 
the truck would be even more dangerous, 
as the current could easily overpower him. 

During those terrifying moments, Jones 
couldn’t help but think about his loved 
ones. “I was worried about what I might 
leave behind,” he admitted. Desperate, 
he called 911, but was unable to give his 
exact location due to the chaotic situation. 

Witnesses saw the harrowing scene un- 
fold. Renee Young, an onlooker, recalled 
seeing Jones struggling inside his truck. 
“The water was nearly chest-deep, and he 
was banging on the windshield,” she said. 

Just when things seemed dire, Rob- 
ert Chance appeared on the scene. “The 
truck was lifting and water was pouring 
in,” Chance explained. He acted quickly, 
knowing that time was of the essence. A 
construction worker, Chance had tools 
with him, which he was able to use to 
break a passenger-side window and pull 
Jones out. 

Chance’s timely intervention allowed 
Jones to escape from the sinking truck. 
“T have a few cuts and bruises, but the 
emotional scars will take longer to heal,” 
Jones said, expressing deep gratitude for 
Chance’s bravery. 


Big Heart, Big Impact 

In Blue Springs, Missouri, a young student 
has made a remarkable difference in his 
school community with an act of kind- 
ness. Eleven-year-old Daken Kramer, a 
fifth-grader at Thomas Ultican Elementary 
School, took it upon himself to raise funds 
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to pay off the school’s entire meal debt by 
the end of this school year. His efforts re- 
sulted in donations of more than $7,300, 
as reported by CNN. 

Daken’s initiative started with a mod- 
est goal of $3,500, roughly equivalent to 
the school’s meal debt. However, the re- 
sponse from the community and beyond 
was overwhelming, allowing him to sur- 
pass this goal. The additional funds were 
donated to a local high school. 

“It’s important for kids to eat. I don’t 
think they could make it through the day 
without eating a school lunch,” Daken told 
ABC 7. This understanding of the impor- 
tance of proper nutrition for his peers fu- 
eled his determination to help. 

The fundraising campaign began when 
Daken appeared in a video on his mother’s 
Facebook page, appealing to friends, fam- 
ily, and local businesses for support. The 
heartfelt message resonated with many, 
including donors from Texas, Florida, and 
New Jersey, who contributed to the cause 
and helped Daken exceed his goal. 

The significance of a nutritious lunch 
cannot be overstated. As noted by Live 
Strong, lunch is crucial for re-energizing 
the body and maintaining focus and con- 
centration, especially for school-aged chil- 
dren who rely on this meal to sustain them 
through the day. 

In recognition of his extraordinary ef- 
forts, Daken was honored with the cre- 
ation of the Daken Kramer Legacy Award, 
a new accolade that will be given to chil- 
dren who demonstrate exceptional dedica- 
tion to helping others. 

During the fifth-grade graduation cer- 
emony, Daken’s teacher, Kristi Haley, an- 
nounced the award, commending Daken 
for his compassion and perseverance. 
“Your selfless actions will impact dozens 
of students throughout the district. It’s not 
the amount of money you raised, although 
that was absolutely incredible. It’s your 
heart, your drive, your determination, and 
your grit to help others that inspires us,” 
she said. 


Teacher’s Gift of Life 


A young boy in New York has been given a 
second chance at life thanks to the incred- 
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ible generosity of his former preschool 
teacher. Five-year-old Ezra Toczek has 
been struggling with liver complications 
since birth. His health took a turn for the 
worse in February when he was diagnosed 
with end-stage liver disease. After waiting 
for months on the transplant list, Ezra’s 
family received some uplifting news. 

Carissa Fisher, who taught Ezra in pre- 
school, decided to help without telling his 
family. She applied to become a living 
donor in March, and recently received ap- 
proval to donate part of her liver. On May 
24, Fisher went to the Toczek home with 
balloons, a stuffed animal, and a sign to 
share the wonderful news. 

Karen Toczek, Ezra’s mother, was 
deeply moved by Fisher’s actions. “We 
are completely overwhelmed with her 
kindness and generosity. It keeps hitting us 
unexpectedly that it’s really happening,” 
she told People.com. 

Fisher will work with the transplant 
team to schedule the surgery after a re- 
quired two-week reflection period. Karen 
expressed her gratitude in an emotional 
Facebook post, sharing her astonish- 
ment and relief. “Miss Carissa is a per- 
fect match! The tears keep coming, and 
though I knew we’d be relieved to get the 
news eventually, I had no idea just how 
it would hit me! The most amazing gift,” 
she wrote. 

To help cover the costs associated with 
her trips and stay in New York City for the 
surgery, Fisher started a GoFundMe cam- 
paign. She also encouraged others to con- 
sider becoming living donors, highlight- 
ing the significant difference it can make 
in someone’s life. “There are thousands 
of people in need of livers and kidneys, 
and you never know whose life you’ll be 
changing,” she said. 

Despite his condition, Ezra remains 
resilient. Karen explained, “He has strug- 
gles, fatigue, sleep difficulties, and days 
where he just isn’t feeling well, but overall 
he is a trooper and finds joy every day.” 

Reflecting on the moment she revealed 
her plans to Ezra and his parents, Fisher 
described it as highly emotional. “It made 
me very happy to see both of them happy,” 
she told WKBW. @ 

— Raven Clabough 
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A Bear of a Time 


This column usually features stories 
of humans acting like animals and get- 
ting themselves shot by their would-be 
victims acting in self-defense. But this 
story out of Canton, Connecticut, in- 
volved an actual animal getting shot in 
what appears to be a case of a human 
acting in self-defense. WFSB.com re- 
ported on June 3 about a local business 
owner who was forced to kill a black 
bear after it charged at him. The Con- 
necticut State Department of Energy and 
Environmental Protection (DEEP) has 
assumed total control of the investiga- 
tion from the Canton police, but Captain 
Andrew Schiffer explained to the local 
media what happened: “The essential 
facts are that the bear had been in a trash 
bin and there was trash debris spilled.... 
The business owner was cleaning up and 
the bear returned to the bin. The business 
owner said the bear advanced on him and 
he shot the bear in self-defense.” 

The wild story got even wilder when 
WFSB’s cameras recorded a second bear 
in the same area where the first one was 
shot. Bonnie Shugrue, who takes dance 
lessons near the business where the bear 
was shot, was not surprised by what hap- 
pened. She told WFSB that she “saw a 
bear walking through this parking lot a 
couple weeks ago,” and that there are also 
a lot of bears near where she lives. “The 
bears in our neighborhood, they know 
[garbage] pick up is Tuesday and so they 
come down from the hills and knock... all 
the garbage cans over.” 

Connecticut state law permits the kill- 
ing of bears during normal hunting sea- 
son by licensed hunters using bear tags 
issued by DEEP, but bears can also be 
killed in self-defense outside of the hunt- 
ing season if certain conditions are met. 
In this particular case, a determination 
as to whether the shooting of the bear 
was justifiable self-defense will hinge on 
whether the shooter had a reasonable be- 
lief that the bear was about to inflict great 
bodily harm on him. 

Connecticut State Representative 
Eleni Kavros DeGraw, who co-sponsored 
the legislation that makes up the cur- 
rent state law on the subject, explained, 
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“There were various bear mitigation ef- 
forts in there but yes there was a piece 
that if someone felt threatened by a bear 
coming at them that they would be al- 
lowed to defend their lives, so to speak.” 
DeGraw advocated more preventative 
steps to decrease the odds of inadvertent- 
ly attracting a bear, and encouraged the 
use of a bear-proof trash can called the 
“Bearicuda.” If you can’t get a Bearicu- 
da, she advised, “spray your cans down 
with ammonia if you don’t have the bear 
resistant garbage cans.” 

The DEEP investigation is currently 
ongoing, but based on the known facts, 
it seems likely that the business owner’s 
actions were justified under the appli- 
cable law. 


Another Animal Attack! 


Outdoor Life reported on May 31 about 
another animal-involved shooting, this 
one in the Snake River bottoms in Black- 
foot, Idaho. Thirty-six-year-old sportsman 
Jim Dietz was out hunting turkeys when 
he came across a moose with her calves, 
and things quickly went south. “It was 
late afternoon, and I was out enjoying the 
woods, walking, looking and scouting for 
turkeys.... There were only a few days 
left in the Idaho season. I was moving 
through some brush near a creek I didn’t 
know was there when I heard a loud roar, 
like a bear.... There are bears in the Snake 
River bottoms, and that roar got my at- 
tention. That’s when I saw a cow moose 
stand up in front of me. She just rose out 
of the brush.... ’d unknowingly cornered 
her and her two calves against the creek. I 
startled her, and she charged,” Dietz told 
Outdoor Life. 

Since Dietz was an experienced hunter 
who knew his wildlife, he realized the se- 
rious nature of this encounter and immedi- 
ately took actions to save his life. At first, 
he fired his 12-gauge shotgun in front of 
the charging moose, hoping it would scare 
her off and get her to stop the attack. “My 
first shot in front of her at the ground was 
about 18 yards, and she didn’t flinch.... 
My second shot to the ground in front of 
her was about 10 yards away from me. But 
it had no effect,” Dietz said. 


EXERCISING THE RIGHT 


Dietz was firing turkey load, which is 
perfect for hunting turkeys but not near- 
ly as effective with a big game animal 
such as a moose. After Dietz’s first two 
shots failed to halt the charging beast, 
the moose knocked him to the ground, 
at which point he had no option but to 
use his final shot at close range. “When 
I fired my last round, she was tackling 
me. She was right on top of me. My gun 
barrel was only six inches from the top of 
her head when I fired that last load at her 
skull,” he told Outdoor Life. 

That blast was effective at such close 
quarters, and the wounded animal retreat- 
ed back to her two calves, where Dietz 
lost sight of her. Dietz felt beaten up but 
did not suffer any injuries other than 
some scrapes and bruises. He explained 
to Outdoor Life, “I felt like I’d been 
body slammed by an NFL linebacker.... 
A week after the attack and I’m still hurt- 
ing.” Dietz is no small person at 6'3" and 
263 pounds, but the much larger moose 
could have seriously injured him and 
maybe even killed him had he not shot 
her when he did. 

Dietz believed that the moose sur- 
vived the encounter because he later saw 
her bedded in some brush at a distance 
and her calves were nursing from her. He 
reported the incident to the Idaho Fish 
and Game department. Jennifer Jackson, 
spokesperson for Idaho Fish and Game, 
told Outdoor Life that such incidents with 
cow moose occur frequently, and she en- 
couraged anyone going afield to carry 
bear spray to fend off any aggressive at- 
tack. “Wild animals don’t need to have 
sharp teeth and claws to be formidable 
animals that can be dangerous.... Moose 
are a joy to observe, but they are not cute 
and cuddly. They are wild, and in spring 
are more defensive and present a differ- 
ent level of danger that people should 
know about,” she said. 

Dietz is glad he survived but, looking 
back, he wishes he had done things dif- 
ferently: “Thinking about it all now, if I’d 
shot directly at her with my first round at 
18 yards, that might have made her turn 
away sooner.... It might have saved both 
of us some pain.” Hf 

— Patrick Krey 
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Resurveying 
Roman 
One-man Rule 


by William P. Hoar 


Emperor of Rome: Ruling the Ancient 
Roman World, by Mary Beard, New York: 
Liveright, 2023, 512 pages, hardcover. 


istory that is shy to embellish a 
H bit is liable to be dreary. Emper- 

or of Rome: Ruling the Ancient 
Roman World, both erudite and entertain- 
ing, is decidedly not dull. 

When there are facts and eyewitnesses, 
they are mentioned. But this is ancient 
Rome — and that also means absurdities 
and scandalous behavior are rampant. 
When some of the conclusions of sourc- 
es from the period seem suspect, author 
Mary Beard — who has been called “the 
world’s most famous classicist” — says 
so directly. But she doesn’t abandon such 
accounts altogether. 

Beard also wrote the bestsellers The 
Fires of Vesuvius and SPOR: A History of 
Ancient Rome (which went from Romu- 
lus and Remus to Caracalla nearly a thou- 
sand years later). A retired professor from 
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EMPEROR 
OF ROME 


the University of Cambridge, she is also 
a television personality in the U.K. This 
wide-ranging narrative was deservedly 
named as the book of the year by The New 
Yorker, The Economist, and Smithsonian. 

There’s a copious cast of main charac- 
ters, frequently called “one-man rulers” in 
these pages; the setting is wide. The cov- 
ered rulers — using Common Era (CE) 
and Before Common Era (BCE) designa- 
tions, not A.D. and B.C. — stretch from 


Julius Caesar (assassinated in 44 BCE) 
to almost 30 emperors after that, ending 
with Alexander Severus (assassinated in 
235 CE). The territory ruled by these men 
was vast; at its largest, it reached from 
(using modern terms) “Scotland to the 
Sahara, Portugal to Iraq, with an estimat- 
ed population, outside Italy itself, in the 
order of 50 million.” 

This is not the Roman Republic. The 
emperors that we meet — in a book 
about imperial power that is set up the- 
matically, not chronologically — have a 
good deal on their plates. As the author 
recounts, “Emperors made laws, waged 
wars, imposed taxes, adjudicated dis- 
putes, sponsored buildings and entertain- 
ments and flooded the Roman world with 
their portraits.” 

Readers will know the reputations of 
some of them; others are almost forgot- 
ten. Unpredictably, the author starts with 
a character who does not even get a single 
sentence in the massive Oxford History of 
the Classical World. Here’s the lead-off 
hitter in the book: a Syrian cross-dress- 
ing teenager named Elagabalus (emperor 
from 218 CE, when he was age 14, until 
his assassination in 222). Various ac- 
counts assert, among other distinctions, 
that he was known for employing whoop- 
ee cushions as a party trick (said to be the 
first recorded in Western culture); never 
wearing the same shoes twice; marrying 
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a Vestal Virgin; and allegedly shower- 
ing his “fellow partygoers with flower 
petals in such over-generous quantities 
that the guests were smothered and suf- 
focated.” Authenticating that last one 
is a full-color plate in the book (one of 
many) painted by a 19th-century artist. 
(We have spared readers other nastier 
episodes.) 

The author calls such anecdotes ex- 
amples of how some Romans imagined 
emperors at the very worst. Even an 
early Roman biographer of Elagabalus, 
writing nearly two centuries after that 
ruler’s death, admitted that a lot of such 
tales of the emperor were probably made 
up by those who wanted to curry favor 
with a rival. 

Beard also has the other side with a 
number of her subjects, looking at the 
everyday lives of emperors as problem- 
solvers. 

Which part will most readers recall? 
That may be debatable. But do consider 
that a lot of folks remember a lie for 10 
years, but forget the truth in 10 minutes. 


“Same Play, Different Cast” 

With such a large field to canvass, the 
author has a lot to choose from to make 
her points. Exaggerations and tall tales, in 
her view, serve as a magnifying glass ex- 
posing “what seemed ‘bad’ about a ‘bad’ 
Roman ruler.” But some of what we know 
is real and some is propaganda from the 
past, and the factual and fictional duel. 
When there’s a hole in what’s recorded, 
she tells us. And, when we finish, she 
writes, she hopes that “readers will go 
away from this book not frustrated by how 
little we know about these rulers of two 
thousand years ago, but amazed by how 
much.” (Emphasis in original.) 

Although the number of players and 
period of time are assuredly extensive, 
even Marcus Aurelius observed that in 
many ways, one-man rule did not change: 
“Same play, different cast.” 

Both generalists and those with a 
greater appreciation of history will find 
generous samples in this buffet. Mean- 
while, don’t worry if you can’t recall ex- 
actly when a particular emperor ruled or 
in what order, the author reminds as she 
goes along. (It is a boost. This review- 
er’s mnemonic device from high-school 
Latin classes — “another tom cat caught 
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napping” — runs out after the first five 
emperors: Augustus, Tiberius, Caligula, 
Claudius, Nero.) 

For the overall batch, there’s a list up 
front, with succinct facts, dates, and af- 
filiated coins pictured for each of the 
main players. The handsome volume has 
160 illustrations and a 16-page color in- 
sert; also useful are maps, a comprehen- 
sive timeline, and a description (called 
“What’s in a Name?”) that shows the 
birth names and other designations of 
the emperors. Be thankful: If we were 
to use complete designations (e.g., “El- 
agabalus” becoming “Imperator Caesar 
Marcus Aurelius Antoninus Pius Felix 
Augustus”), it would be a longer volume. 
For those pining for a family tree of the 
Julio-Claudian Dynasty, you’re in luck: 
There’s a two-page spread of that com- 
plicated diagram. 

Related further reading is also offered, 
chapter to chapter, as opposed to individ- 
ual footnotes, and that too aids the reader; 
each chapter also adds current places to 
visit, when available. Let me add one to 
the list: I do believe the ruins of the Baths 
of Caracalla, outside Rome, are now re- 
opened for shows. (I saw an astounding 
“Aida” performance there, complete with 
exotic animals, in 1970.) 

Why did Beard stop where she did? 
She explains that after Alexander Sever- 
us (some refer to him as Severus Alex- 
ander) was murdered in 235, the “job 
description” began to change, and for 


the next 50 years, “rulers came and 
went rapidly, rivals seizing power 
from each other in quick succession, 
in long periods of civil war.” By 
this time, we’ve been led through, 
among other things, the basics of 
one-man rule, the art of succession 
(sometimes messy), “power dining,” 
what’s in the palace of the emperor 
and the people in his court, and what 
he did on his job and in his time off, 
and have met him face-to-face (with 
not-very-accurate likenesses) in 
scads of portraits. 

Of course, we do get a full dose 
of the imperial role in the Colosseum 
and the (much larger) Circus Maxi- 
mus with its horse- and chariot-rac- 
ing. Then, when readers are on the 
last laps, we see how some emper- 
ors get deified. (Factoid: There were 
33 members of the imperial family who 
were declared gods or goddesses, count- 
ing Julius Caesar and including several 
emperors.) 


The Seamy Side 

Scrutinizing centuries-old accounts from 
afar is a risky business; it’s Beard’s busi- 
ness. She usually tells us when evidence is 
scant. A current allusion (in a discussion 
about “power dining”) is when she points 
out, “Some of these stories are probably 
no closer to the literal truth than the mod- 
ern myths of royal or celebrity dining that 
are the stuff of tabloids and magazines.” 
She is also a bit hesitant about Bill Clin- 
ton’s claim that Meditations is the single 
“book (other than the bible) that had most 
influenced him.” 

You might be surprised that the famous 
(or infamous) threat of Caligula to make 
his favorite racing horse (“Incitatus”) a 
consul doesn’t pass her fact-check. And 
fans of Marcus Aurelius and his celebrat- 
ed Meditations may not appreciate the 
author’s slighting treatment of that work, 
which she translates as Jottings to Him- 
self, generally avoiding the more familiar 
name, in part, she says, because it “sounds 
rather too profound or mystical.” 

That said, Beard on occasion just pass- 
es along some stories by earlier historians, 
such as when discussing “Pliny’s Domi- 
tian,” who is described as 


an arrogant tyrant, a cruel cheat, a 
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thief and a murderer, laying 
his greedy hands on “every 
pool, lake or meadow” in 
other men’s estates and posi- 
tively revelling in the elimina- 
tion of the most distinguished 
characters in Rome. No sena- 
tor, or property was safe. They 
all lived in terror of the invita- 
tion to dinner in the monster’s 
lair, of the charges trumped 
up by his secret police, and 
finally of the ominous knock 
on the door. 


Yet, it turns out that Pliny did 
very well under Domitian, lead- 
ing more recent scholars to de- 
bate the level of his hypocrisy. 
With this being a sweep- 
ing review of ancient Rome, 
you expect (and get) dollops of 
raunchy behavior. For example, 
there is Tiberius on Capri, where 
he “notoriously retreated in 26 
CE, for the last decade of his life, with all 
the later fantastic rumours of sex games 
in the swimming pool and enemies elimi- 
nated by being thrown from the clifftop.” 
According to Suetonius, recounts Beard, 
“the emperor’s main residence on the is- 
land included bedrooms covered in erotic 
paintings and a library of sex manuals, in 
case his flagging partygoers should need 
inspiration.” (Beard, be advised, is not as 
graphic as Suetonius. My version of the 
Robert Graves translation of The Twelve 
Caesars is higher on the bawdy scale, 
and also notes that the island was widely 
and openly called “Caprineum” — a play 
on the word caper, or “goat.”) Indeed, 
that “private sporting-house” bears a 
resemblance to Jeffrey Epstein’s “pedo- 
phile island” of more recent vintage. 
The emperor’s court members are fea- 
tured in a chapter on “palace people,” giv- 
ing us a different view of the role of slaves 
(and freedmen) of that period. Beard cites 
one, whose tomb declared him to be a “fi- 
nance officer,” who took care of Tiberius’ 
funds in Gaul. This slave (one Musicus 
Scurranus) had his own staff and got his 
own memorial tombstone when he died. 
Cited were his 16 “underslaves,” includ- 
ing secretaries, cooks, a doctor, a “ward- 
robe supervisor,” “silver stewards,” and 
a woman who was probably his partner. 
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Marcus 


Aurelius 


Slaves did not “form a single homogenous 
category,” explains Beard, adding, “Some 
would have appeared less unequal than 
others.” 


Pen-pushing 

The Roman economy, per se, doesn’t have 
a large part in Emperor of Rome, but Beard 
does not neglect how wealth and money 
were at the heart of imperial power. The 
emperor, as she reminds us several times, 
“was by far the richest man and the larg- 
est landowner in the Roman world.” And, 
notes the author, the Romans did not even 
have a word for “the economy.” 

With that said, a chapter called “On the 
Job” describes a very different picture of 
a ruler with his correspondence with dis- 
tant provinces. (She also points out that 
micromanagement isn’t easy when a let- 
ter to the edge of the empire takes two 
months — one way.) One of the main du- 
ties of the emperor, as Marcus Aurelius 
was told by his tutor, is to “send letters 
all over the world.” 

Obviously, there were staffers to help. 
Still, as Beard reminds us, there was no 
“srudge, grievance, problem or law case” 
that “was in theory too trivial to send in 
his [the emperor’s] direction.” (Counting 
just senior administrators, there was just 
one staffer for every 330,000 inhabitants 


of the empire, Beard calculates 
— which sounds as if the emper- 
ors imposed a lighter touch than 
our modern neo-imperial rulers.) 

It is difficult not to think about 
current events when reading 
about, for example, Caracalla in 
212 giving full Roman citizen- 
ship to all inhabitants of the em- 
pire, affecting perhaps 30 million 
people. Ancient historian Cassius 
Dio and Enlightenment historian 
Edward Gibbon (1737-1794) are 
among those who suggested that 
move was made for tax revenue 
purposes; Beard appears to be of 
mixed mind regarding the driv- 
ing force. It certainly wasn’t 
done for votes. 

While “papyruswork” might 
not be the first thing one thinks 
about when considering a one- 
man ruler, it was a key part of 
the job. Members of the public 
were not shy about pressing little 
pieces of papyrus (/ibe//i in Latin) into 
his hand with requests. If this aspect of 
the emperor’s role might be less atten- 
tion-grabbing than what went on in the 
Colosseum or Circus Maximus, it is still 
noteworthy. 

Beard leans on exchanges from Pliny 
and the emperor Trajan (who ruled 98- 
117) for much of her analysis on a Roman 
ruler as “letter-writer, decision-maker and 
administrator.” As she puts it: 
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Exactly how big a slice of the em- 
peror’s time all this took is impos- 
sible to know. It was a symbol of 
Vespasian’s notorious over-commit- 
ment to duty that he was reported to 
have been receiving delegations on 
his deathbed. And we have no clue 
which is more typical: the four or 
five libelli a day that, according to 
one fragment of papyrus, Septimius 
Severus and Caracalla received on a 
visit to Egypt between 199 and 200 
CE; or the six hundred a day that, 
according to another papyrus, the 
governor of Egypt — lower down in 
the pecking order — received a few 
years later. 


Where there’s writing, there’s also read- 
ing. Retired Professor Beard reminds us 
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that Augustus reputedly sacked a gover- 
nor “for making a crass spelling error,” 
even though the emperor was said to be 
an “erratic speller” himself. 

This is not a “dusty stacks” history; 
Beard provides some smiles and chuckles 
as we travel with the emperors. And, as 
she is wrapping up her volume, she even 
reprises what she calls one of the “funni- 
est works of Roman literature to survive,” 
and the only one “ever to have made me 
laugh out loud.” (It may not tickle every- 
one’s funny bone that way, but give it a 
try. And, clearly, she hasn’t heard about 
the Latin professor who was beaten up 
by two hoodia.) There’s no space here 
to give it justice, but you can still find 
“The Pumpkinification of (the Divine) 
Claudius,” aka Apocolocyntosis (divi) 
Claudii. The short work has been attrib- 
uted to Seneca. (One public-domain ver- 
sion is available online via Project Guten- 
berg.) This skit covers Claudius’ travels 
to Mount Olympus after being declared 
divine by the senate upon his death; suf- 
fice it to say, the gods disagree and send 
him packing. 

Not all emperors seemed serious 
about being deified. Near the finis of 
the book, Beard quotes a line attributed 
to Vespasian on his deathbed. That one 
did prompt a chortle from this reader. 
“Blimey,” the emperor supposedly says, 
“T think I am becoming a god.” (The 
English classicist maintains that hers is 
an “apt translation for the slightly ar- 
chaic ‘Vae’ of the Latin.”) 

While this volume may not be a stair- 
way to heaven, it’s certainly elevating. 


Castro’s 
DIA Mole 


by William P. Hoar 


Queen of Cuba: An FBI Agent’s Insider 
Account of the Spy Who Evaded Detec- 
tion for 17 Years, by Peter J. Lapp with 
Kelly Kennedy, New York: Post Hill 
Press, 2023, 264 pages, hardcover. 


ho is the “Queen of Cuba’? 
That is the moniker given to 
the top Cuban analyst at the 
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Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) who 
became “Cuba’s most important spy” and 
“one of America’s greatest enemies.” 

She did this largely while operating in 
plain view. Her family background didn’t 
set off alarms. Her father served in the 
U.S. Army (both he and his wife were 
from Puerto Rico); a brother became an 
FBI agent (as did his wife); and a sister 
also worked for the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation as a translator whose career 
included helping break up a ring of Cuban 
spies in Miami. 

While this account is not devoid of 
suspense, it isn’t a “whodunnit.” We 
know who did it: Ana Belén Montes. 
What we primarily learn is how Ana did 
it (first names are usually used in Queen 
of Cuba). Young Ana’s anti-Americanism 
(especially as concerned with Central 
America) helps lead to her recruitment 
by a Cuban agent while Montes was get- 
ting her master’s degree at Johns Hopkins 
School of Advanced Studies. 

As Ana explained years later to the 
FBI, she was recruited by another stu- 
dent in 1984, a Cuban agent named Marta 
Rita Velazquez, who introduced her “to 
a Cuban diplomat named Millan Chang 
German.” The diplomat was a Cuban in- 
telligence officer at the Cuban Mission 
with a nom de guerre of “El Chino.” 

One step leads to another. Ana Mon- 
tes later acknowledged that she had no 
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military or intelligence background, say- 
ing she was shocked at how easy it was 
to get her first DIA job. According to the 
author, Ana believed that “the DIA hired 
her because she was a Spanish linguist, 
because of her degree, and because she 
was a woman.” She winds up, essentially, 
with two jobs, being paid by the U.S. gov- 
ernment while betraying it, gratis, through 
espionage. Advancing quickly on her day 
job, she would go home at night, and type 
“out from memory everything she had 
learned that day, and wait for word from 
her handlers.” 

Her widely known arrogance did not 
turn out to be an overwhelming profes- 
sional hindrance. Yet, if Ana had not 
been “brilliant at her job,” we read, she 
“wouldn’t have gained the access she did, 
and she could have been fired. Because 
she was the ‘Queen of Cuba,’ people in- 
vited her to their meetings, which meant 
she had more access. The more she pro- 
duced, the more doors opened.” 

Over time, she became the senior 
Cuban analyst in the agency, spying for 
Havana from the inside between 1985 
until she was arrested in September of 
2001 (shortly after the 9/11 attacks). 
Ana’s office was at DIA headquarters, 
located at (then) Bolling Air Force Base 
along the Potomac. According to federal 
prosecutors, as cited in a Washington Post 
account a decade ago, 


Montes communicated with the 
Cuban Intelligence Service through 
encrypted messages and received 
her instructions through shortwave 
encrypted transmissions from Cuba. 
In addition, Montes communicated 
by coded numeric paper messages 
with the Cuban Intelligence Service 
by public telephones located in the 
District of Columbia and Maryland. 


She pleaded guilty and was given a 25- 
year sentence the next year. Even when 
Ana Montes was released before serving 
out her full sentence, she showed no re- 
morse. She is a true believer — which is 
also the name of one of the several books 
that have been published about her. 


Deadly Proving Ground 


Queen of Cuba adds insight both to 
spying and the challenges of counter- 
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espionage, featuring the personal 
observations of one of the top FBI 
agents in the Ana Montes investi- 
gation. Readers also watch author 
Peter J. Lapp grow in his career; he 
is now retired, having served as a 
special agent for the agency for 22 
years, investigating or managing 
counterintelligence investigations 
involving Cuba, Russia, and China. 
Co-author Kelly Kennedy is widely 
published; she is the only female 
U.S. journalist to serve in combat 
as well as cover it as a civilian. 

The book’s sources lean on many 
declassified DIA documents, with 
the volume being sprinkled with 
personal and professional photo- 
graphs. (These include FBI photos 
— such as an encryption pad used 
by Montes and the contents of her 
planned getaway bag.) Some infor- 
mation has been changed to protect 
people and programs. Since the au- 
thor is a former bureau employee, 
the book has been reviewed by the 
FBI (and there are a number of 
blacked-out redactions). 

Though the later years covered, 
with authorities trying to get (court-usable) 
goods on Montes, do drive the narrative, 
Ana’s early DIA days are also examined. 
Again, we find her sympathizing “with the 
goals of the Cuban and Nicaraguan revo- 
lutions.” Did her actions get people killed? 
Lapp thinks so (as does former counterin- 
telligence investigator Scott Carmichael, 
who wrote True Believer). As we read in 
Queen of Cuba: 


In January and February of 1987, she 
[Montes] spent five weeks in El Sal- 
vador and one in Guatemala to ori- 
ent herself to her new job — it was 
her first DIA trip. It may have been 
her most lethal, her proving ground 
for the Cubans. I believe she got a 
Green Beret killed, but we can’t put 
her directly in a meeting with him. 
But she would have been negligent 
in her duties at DIA had she traveled 
to El Salvador and not met with the 
senior expert on El Salvador: Staff 
Sergeant Gregory Fronius. 


Multiple facts point to an (unproven) leak 
by Ana Montes prior to a deadly attack 
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by the Salvadoran guerilla group FMLN 
— at a time that Fidel Castro was a key 
FMLN supporter. Fronius, age 27 with a 
wife and two children, was killed, along 
with 69 Salvadoran soldiers. Years later, 
Lapp recounts, during Ana’s debriefing 
following her arrest, she admitted travel- 
ing covertly to Cuba “to receive a medal, 
and that she was supposed to meet Fidel 
Castro, but it didn’t work out.” The FBI 
agent acknowledges that the death of the 
Green Beret couldn’t be ascertained to 
be the work of Montes, “but she never 
denied it.” 


Espionage Tradecraft in Action 

Pieces come together (not always as clear- 
ly described as they could have been) in 
the spy vs. spy aspects of the book. We 
do learn how even top Cuban officials in 
Havana had breaking points, leading to 
defections and (in one dramatic episode) 
a raft being rescued by a US. fishing 
boat. Defectors from Communist Cuba 
bring with them information leading to 
the U.S. government being able to read 
encrypted messages, eventually pointing 
to women committing espionage within 


the U.S. government. We look on 
as the purchase of a crucial laptop 
is located, passwords are found, 
and code names are tracked — with 
bumps along the way. 

We see evidence of Ana’s efforts. 
Agents are told about an academic 
paper — with details about Cuba’s 
sponsorship of terrorism that was 
directed at the U.S. intelligence 
community — whose publication 
had been thwarted at every turn. 
The analyst who wrote the 80-page 
paper explains to a colleague that 
“some b**ch in DIA is blocking it 
from getting published.” “Who?”, 
asks the other analyst. The answer: 
“Ana Montes.” 

We get to the bottom of some as- 
pects of spy tradecraft, including 
how Ana (early on, during a covert 
trip to Cuba) learned how to beat a 
polygraph exam. Nitty-gritty stuff. 
Later, when Ana was established 
at the DIA, it apparently paid divi- 
dends when she was selected for a 
random polygraph. She beat it, we 
read, “by contracting the sphinc- 
ter muscles in her anus during the 
control questions.” Later, writes Lapp, 
the government required all polygraph 
takers, himself included, “to sit on a 
wired cushion, which I refer to as the 
‘Montes Whoopee Cushion,’ to prevent 
the sphincter countermeasure trick.” 

At a different level, Ana was taught 
by the Cubans how to receive encrypted 
high-frequency messages over a short- 
wave radio. Her methods didn’t include 
dead drops or brush passes. Rather, as we 
learn, “Ana insisted her handlers meet her 
face-to-face,” including lunches in mid- 
day that often included handing off clas- 
sified discs. 

On the FBI side of things, the former 
agent describes what he encounters when 
electronic surveillance is needed: a covert 
search warrant, operating within the rules 
of the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance 
Act of 1978. The demands of the FISA 
Court came into play with the Montes 
case. Lapp acknowledges his love/hate 
feelings for FISA. 

(That general issue hasn’t gone away. 
This spring, despite opposition from 
some on both the Left and the Right in 
Congress, FISA Section 702, which au- 
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thorizes limited warrantless surveillance 
of certain communications, was reautho- 
rized for two years. It originally passed 
when a post-9/11 investigation concluded 
that the strict separation between foreign 
and domestic intelligence had contributed 
to the failure of national security agencies 
to intervene in the attack. Lapp’s book 
doesn’t go into recent contentions.) 


Pressure for an Arrest 
FISA judges were an issue in 2001. Ana’s 
bosses — who by then knew some of 
what she had been up to — wanted to fire 
her. The FBI still had her under surveil- 
lance, and was sneaking into her apart- 
ment hoping to find even more evidence 
to justify additional search warrants. In 
the meantime, writes Lapp, “we thought 
we needed to catch her in the act.” 

Then the 9/11 attacks happened. The 
descriptions in Queen of Cuba are har- 
rowing. In D.C., when the Washington 
area was hit by the third plane, Lapp 
could see the black smoke rising “from 
my office: my office faced the Penta- 
gon.” The management of the 
Washington FBI field office 
“sent the entire office to the 
basement, thinking it was the 
safest area in the building.” 
(This reviewer was, at the 
time, working near the top of 
the National Press Building 
in D.C. — watching TV cov- 
erage when the Pentagon was 
hit.) According to Lapp, the 
bureau’s rank and file didn’t 
agree with that move (surmis- 
ing that spot might be topped 
with rubble), so they didn’t 
stay in that basement long. 

Ana got a message from the 
Cubans on September 11, but 
she didn’t receive it at home, 
since she, like others in her po- 
sition, was working late. Pres- 
sure grew for the watchers. 
Writes Lapp: 


Three days after the attack, 
Ana got another promotion: 
acting branch chief. She was 
on a battle damage assess- 
ment team. Consequently, 
she would know exactly how 
the United States planned to 
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attack Afghanistan in its search for 
Osama bin Laden. 

We needed to act fast — we didn’t 
think we had the case tied down yet, 
and there was no way I wanted this 
woman to go free. 


As the retired agent explains, Moscow 
would have loved to have the American 
plans “for Afghanistan and [believed] 
that Castro would gladly hand them to his 
Russian allies, as well as his new minted 
friends, the Taliban.” 

(Cuba has many more arrows in its 
espionage quiver. As we were reading 
this book, a former U.S. ambassador to 
Bolivia named Manuel Rocha, who also 
had held top posts in Argentina, Mexico, 
the White House, and the U.S. Interests 
Section in Havana, was arrested. Rocha 
later admitted that he had, as reported 
by The Wall Street Journal, “secretly 
pushed Cuba’s agenda for more than 40 
years as he advanced through top posts 
at the State Department, National Se- 
curity Council and the U.S. military’s 
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Southern Command,” whose coverage 
includes Cuba.) 

There’s much more to grab your at- 
tention in Queen of Cuba. The positives 
far outweigh the relatively few negatives 
(including unwarranted denigrating of 
former FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover and 
a few spots that are, at best, puerile). 

The arrested top spy, in the end, got a 
top D.C. power broker to represent her. 
(Plato Cacheris has also worked with, 
among others, spies Aldrich Ames and 
Robert Hanssen, as well as former At- 
torney General John Mitchell for his 
role in Watergate, and got an immunity 
deal for Monica Lewinsky for her testi- 
mony against President Bill Clinton.) Ana 
Montes pleaded guilty to one charge “of 
conspiracy of gathering, transmitting, or 
losing defense information to the Cuban 
Intelligence Service.” 

In exchange for the leniency of a 25- 
year sentence, recounts the author, Mon- 
tes had to allow FBI agents — in this case 
Peter Lapp and his co-case agent Steve 
McCoy — to debrief her. Readers essen- 
tially get to sit in on the debrief- 
ing. We also learn that dictator 
Fidel Castro commented “that 
it was a shame that someone of 
Ana’s moral character had to do 
what she did because of the ‘il- 
legal’ US embargo.” 

Information found on Ana’s 
laptop about the National Re- 
connaissance Office’s Special 
Access Program — a sensi- 
tive program called BYEMAN 
(even the word was classified) 
— “would never see the light of 
day. It was a special department 
within the top secret classified 
world, and the Justice Depart- 
ment wasn’t about to put it in 
court documents.” 

The total amount of damage 
she caused will probably never 
be known. 

On January 6, 2023, Ana Mon- 
tes, writes Lapp, “walked out of 
prison and took a one-way flight 
to San Juan, escorted by a US 
marshal. She was a model prison- 
er, of course. I don’t think she’ ll 
go to Cuba — not immediately, 
anyway — because she wants to 
be close to her mother.” 
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Trump Verdict Reminds Us 


by William S. Hahn, 
CEO of The John Birch Society 


oreign Affairs, the of- 
ficial publication of 
the Council on Foreign 


Relations (the globalist think 
tank that has infected presiden- 
tial administrations and guided 
American foreign policy for 
more than a century), ran an 
article a few days before the 
verdict was reached against 
President Trump in the New 
York hush-money trial. The ar- 
ticle’s message, along with the 
verdict, is a resounding reminder of what America and freedom- 
lovers throughout the world have been facing since even before 
the founding of the country. 

The article, “An ‘America First’ World: What Trump’s Return 
Might Mean for Global Order,” lamented that a second Trump 
term would mean a rejection of “the idea that [the United States] 
has a special responsibility to shape a liberal order that benefits 
the wider world. That would be an epic departure from 80 years 
of American strategy.” 

This might be true, but those 80 years of American strategy 
flew in the face of the previous 160-plus years that were based 
on the solid principles of Americanism the Founding Fathers had 
installed. The limitations placed upon government prevented it 
from stifling the creativity, innovation, and work ethic of an in- 
dustrious population. The results spoke for themselves, as Ameri- 
ca quickly became known as a bastion of freedom and a beacon of 
hope and light in a dark, chaotic, and tyrannical world. America’s 
free-enterprise economic system allowed a rise in prosperity and 
the free exercise of God-given rights — rights that were protected 
by various levels of government. 

Yet even as Americans were building the fledgling country, oth- 
ers were working to tear it down and build their own version of 
a collectivist utopia. Under this vision, and as depicted in George 
Orwell’s 1984, three regions of the globe would dominate and 
constantly be at war to manipulate and control a supple popula- 
tion. The United States, Russia, and China most resemble those 
three regions. Russia fell to communist revolution in 1917, and 
China fell in 1949. The United States is still being worked on, with 
collectivists, internationalists, and globalists making advances in 
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taking over education, economic 
systems, industry, politics, com- 
munication/media, religion, for- 
eign policy, military leadership, 
and the justice system — all 
with the aid of those with will- 
ing hands in government as well 
as those who deny, ignore, or are 
unaware of the collective forces 
conspiring against them. 

After World War II, a global 
infrastructure for world gov- 
ernment began to be built. 
The United Nations was the 
first success, with its many 
dozens of affiliates now exert- 
ing power over its sovereign member states. The foundation 
of regional government bureaucracy laid in the 1950s over 
European countries was used to build the powerful European 
Union decades later. Though the average American might not 
realize it, this method of building regional governments has 
been used to ensnare nearly every country, setting the stage 
for their eventual merger under a one-world government to be 
run by global technocratic elites. A preview of life under this 
world government can be seen in the various charters of the 
UN, which destroy the concept of God-given rights as well as 
the system of limited government and federalism as set up by 
the Founding Fathers. 

What could this lead to? Infamous examples of 20th-centu- 
ry authoritarianism include Nazi Germany, the Soviet Union, 
China, Cambodia, Japan, Vietnam, Poland, Pakistan, Yugosla- 
via, North Korea, Mexico, Romania, and many others. The body 
count in the 20th century alone is well over 200 million. 

This is what is at stake for humanity if “We the People” allow 
the Declaration of Independence, the federal Constitution, and 
the rest of the foundation of Americanism to be destroyed by a 
global cabal. 

The lawfare leveled against President Trump is indicative of 
what can happen to someone who works against the collectivist 
policies of this cabal. Today it’s Trump; tomor- 
row it might be you. But Americans do not have oo} :[s] 
to stand for this injustice, and it’s high time that . 

ie ; Ae JBS 
they put their time and energy into decisive and 
constructive action to preserve our founding ol 
principles. Start at JBS.org/join. 


THE NEW AMERICAN e JULY 15, 2024 


Quality Products Industry Leaders Superior Service 


Quality starts at the beginning. Since 1972, we've been We are fully committed 
From the selection of materials, providing innovative solutions to fulfilling the needs of 
through the painting process, to the seamless gutter industry seamless gutter contractors 
and on through manufacturing, through expanded product lines, every day with reliable parts, 
producing the highest quality quality control, and the most coupled with quick and 
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“\We are called the nation of inventors. And we are. We could still claim that title and wear its 
loftiest honors if we had stopped with the first thing we ever invented, which was human liberty.” 


— Mark Twain 
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